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“Hope Breaks Through”    
      Photo by Jamal Awamleh  
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Dear Alexandria Democrats: 
 
One week – two fantastic Democratic events in Alexandria!   
 
Last Thursday, more than a hundred of us gathered at FireFlies to watch the next 
President of the United States, Barack Obama  accept OUR nomination.  The atmos-
phere was positively electric, and I know that this will translate into the energy Alexan-
dria needs to deliver 80/80 in '08.  Our goal is 80% voter turnout and 80% Democratic 
performance for our marvelous 2008 ticket.   
 
On Monday (as we do EVERY year), we had the absolutely best Labor Day Picnic 
ever.  Almost 200 of you basked in the gorgeous weather, ate the grilled deliciousness 
of Randy Sengel  and Pat Butler's burgers, and dogs, savored Jamal Awamleh's  ka-
bobs, devoured more baked beans than the law allowed (just ask Dana Lawhorne  – 
he was about to shut us down for excessive beans) and had a marvelous time.   
Congratulations to Gerry Bernier , who won the Baked Bean Competition.  
 
Kudos to Boyd Walker  and Julie Jakopic  (and their crew) for the speech watching 
party and to Julie Jakopic  and the many volunteers for the picnic. 
 
As we observe the other party hold its convention, I ask you to remember this:  It's all 
about the Supreme Court .  Period.  End of discussion.   
 
Several weeks ago I saw McCain on CNN salivating about the prospect of being able 
to appoint at least three members of the Court.  Three members who would mirror the 
beliefs of McCain and the absolutely best person he could find to be his running mate.  
How can he keep a straight face?   
 
What beliefs?  Their belief that women are not smart enough to determine their own 
destiny.  Their belief that evolution is a myth.  Their belief that teaching abstinence will 
prevent teen pregnancy.  Their belief that we don't need a chicken in every pot – we 
need a gun in every living room.  Their belief that health care is for those for who can 
afford it.   
 
John Paul Stevens has held in there for us longer than we had any right to expect.  
We MUST give him the opportunity to retire without feeling that he has abandoned us 
to the vagaries of the far right. 
 
And -- did I mention that the running mate was FOR the “Bridge to Nowhere” before 
she was against it? (Editorial Note:  Written at 10:15 AM on Tuesday, September 2, 
2008, before Wolf Blitzer said it.) 
 
And -- did I mention, that I, along with eighteen million other Hillary Clinton  support-
ers, are not Stepford wives or Stepford husbands?  We supported her because we be-
lieved in her issues.  Virtually the same issues that Barack Obama  espouses.  The 
running mate's audacity of despair, her cynicism – her misplaced belief that all women 
are interchangeable – would be laughable if she were not being considered for the 
second highest office in the land. 
 
When we shout “Yes We Did!” on the evening of November 4, every minute that we 
have invested in electing the Obama-Biden-Warner-Moran  team will pay dividends to 
the entire country. 
 
Susan Kellom 
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    "It's not where you come from that     
counts; it's where you want to go" 
         ...former Governor Mark Warner 

"How insulting to suggest that those who question the mis-
sion, question the troops. 
 
 How pathetic to suggest that those who question a failed 
policy doubt America itself. 
 
 How desperate to tell the son of a single mother who chose 
community service over money and privilege that he doesn't 
put America first.  
 
No one can question Barack Obama's patriotism."       
                      ….Senator John Kerry of Massachusetts 

“People the world over have always been 
impressed by the power of our example, 
not the example of our power.” 
               
          ...former President Bill Clinton 

From left, State Senator Patsy 
Ticer, Diane Crawford-Batt, Marian 
Van Landingham, Ben Kellom 

David Colton with wife, Cheryl, and 
daughter, Alexis 

Lynn Humphries, 
ADC Calendar 
guru, with Del. 
Adam Ebbin 

From left, Nancy Hughes, 
Jehan Abdel-Gawad,  and 
guest.   

Helene Kumar, 
center facing cam-
era, Judy Lowe, 
hearing news from 
Harleen Clayton. 
Senator Patsy 
Ticer, left.  

Watching Al Gore’s speech on  
the big screen:  From left, Howard 
Jennings, Sarah Stott, Julie  
Phillips, Jenny Wade 
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Although I was born in Columbus, Ohio, I consider myself a life-long resident of Alexandria, Virginia. 
After graduating from Bishop Ireton High School, I attended James Madison University and received a 
B.A. degree in Political Science (Magna Cum Laude) in May 2008.  
 
While in college, I had several opportunities to gain hands-on political experience:  as an intern for 
Congressman Tim Ryan (D-OH); as an intern with the Democratic Congressional Campaign Commit-
tee (DCCC); and most recently as an intern for the Sam Rasoul Congressional Campaign  (VA 6th District).    
 
I will never forget the incredible experience of being in the Cannon House Office Building on November 8, 2006 and participat-
ing in the Democratic celebrations up and down the halls the morning after the Democrats took control of both the House and 
Senate.  I look forward to a similar experience this November.   
 
Accepting a position with the Virginia Coordinated Campaign was an easy decision for me and a perfect fit for my interests and 
skills.   In my work as an organizer for the Coordinated Campaign, I am particularly enjoying the camaraderie, enthusiasm, and 
sense of purpose among my co-workers and volunteers, as well as learning more about the city in which I grew up.  I look for-
ward to working with you all to turn Virginia blue this year! 
 
Virginia Victory 2008 is the campaign arm of the Democratic Party of Virginia, working to elect Barack Obama, Mark Warner 
and the Democratic slate of Congressional candidates.  From now through November, the campaign will be running an expan-
sive field and volunteer program in hundreds of communities across the Commonwealth, reaching out to new Democratic vot-
ers and building the Party.  I welcome your visit to the Alexandria office - at 1029 N. Royal St.—and your help.  

 
 
 

emma.sutherland@vavictory08.org 
1029 N Royal St, Alexandria, VA 22314 
703.636.7264 (O)        703.798.6965 (C) 
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I was born in Charleston, WV, but raised in the city of Alexandria since the age of 3.  I recently 
graduated from George Mason University with a degree in Government and International Politics.  I 
was a transfer student to GMU from Virginia Tech due to the draw of the political atmosphere and the 
chance to participate in a hands-on political campaign in the metropolitan area.    
 
As a resident of Alexandria since childhood and the daughter of long-time “Moran Machine” member, Jim McIntyre, I was 
imbued with an admiration for Congressman Moran that has only grown with time.   
 
As a senior at George Mason I was given the opportunity to intern in the Congressman’s office on Capitol Hill where I devel-
oped a deep respect for the importance of political decision-making and its effects. 
   
It is an honor to be a member of the Moran for Congress team and work alongside members of the campaigns to elect Gover-
nor Mark Warner to Senate and Senator Barack Obama to the White House.   
 
In Alexandria specifically, my job has been made easy thanks to the desire and determination of the citizens who have shown 
that this is our time to stand proud and show everyone that to be a Democrat in Virginia is to be a writer of history. 
 
clare@jimmoran.org 
1029 N. Royal St., Alexandria, VA 22314 
703-901-9107 
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Alexandria Democrats, we need you!  We are planning  four outreach events between now and 
election day.  It is an ambitious schedule, but we can do it with your help. 
 
Charniele Herring, Deputy Chair for Precinct Operations (West End), and I continue to expand upon our West End community- 
building events.  This year  the "West End Rally" will be our largest outreach event of the season.  It will be held on Saturday, 
September 27th at John Adams School's gymnasium, from 1:30-3:30pm.  We will target registered voters and residents of the 
following precincts: John Adams, NOVA, St. James, Ramsay, Southport, and St. Martin De Porres.  This will be an afternoon of 
fellowship with food, art projects for kids, and music.  We will gather Alexandrians to motivate them to join us and make our 
dream a reality, a resounding Democratic Party victory on November 4th.  
 
Also, Charniele and I will be planning a senior citizen community event at Goodwin House. David Colson suggested this won-
derful idea. Details to be announced. 
 
Matt Harris, Deputy Chair for Precinct Operations (East End), and I will be working on a Latino outreach event in Arlandria for 
Hispanic Heritage Month to be held in mid-October.  Also, we will have a community day for Cora Kelly Precinct at the end of 
October. Details forthcoming. 
 
I ask precinct captains to get involved in the planning of  these outreach events.  But we need all of you dedicated and out-
standing Democrats to help us plan and execute and make these events a success. 
 
If you are interested in helping with the planning of any or all events, please contact me at dbedoya67@yahoo.com.  
 
Or if you are willing  to help out on the day of the event for any of these outreach activities (all on weekends) please contact 
Amanda Ruff, volunteer coordinator, at amanda.ruff@verizon.net. 
 
Thanks for your support and on to victory in '08!  
 

 
We're all in this together and  
 we each have something to contribute.”          
                 ...Caroline Kennedy, daughter  
                     of late President John F. Kennedy  at the 
                     Democratic National Convention, Denver, CO
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                                                                                                                           by Diana Bedoya 

Mark your calendars now for Saturday, September 27 at John Adams School.  Time:  1:30 to 
3:30pm, and, 
 
Save time in October for many outreach opportunities, including the Goodwin House event; an Arlandria event 
during Hispanic Heritage month and a community day, all three in October, with details to follow.  
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Liz Campbell, ADC Treasurer and order person 
for  items political,  reports that yard signs, 
bumper stickers, rally (window) signs, and pins 
of various types have been ordered (yes, they 
have to be purchased) and should all be in by 
now. 
 
Order activity has been strong so delivery might 
take longer than we think.  Before you come in 
to pick up Obama/Biden items, call the ADC 
office to verify that they have arrived.   Call: 
703-549-3367. 
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The First Week of September is here !  Clear your calendars and start to help the Alexa ndria Democ-
ratic Committee as we head into the final months be fore the November 4th elections!  
 
FARMER'S MARKETS!!  
Del Ray, Ben Brenman Park AND Old Town!!  
We need volunteers every Saturday morning at the Del Ray and Old Town markets.  For both, we need volunteers from 8am 
to 10am; and at Del Ray from 10am to 12pm.  At Ben Brenman, we need volunteers from 9am to 11am and 11am to 1pm 
every Sunday.  Please volunteer for a shift now, even if you know you can only do it a certain weekend in October!   
We book in advance!  
 
FIRST THURSDAY, September 4th  
Mount Vernon Avenue, Del Ray  
We need volunteers to distribute literature and work at our table for the last First Thursday of the year from 6pm to 8:30pm.  
 
ALEXANDRIA FESTIVAL OF THE ARTS, Saturday, Septembe r 13 and Sunday, September 14  
King Street, Old Town  
We need volunteers from 10am to 7pm on Saturday and 10am to 5pm on Sunday.  On Saturday, we need volunteers for the 
following shifts: 11am to 1pm, 1pm to 3pm, 3pm to 5pm and 5pm to 7pm.  On Sunday, volunteers are needed from 10am to 
12pm, 12pm to 2pm, 2pm to 4pm and 4pm to clean up.  Of course, we encourage you to work for more than one shift!  
 
ADC WEST END RALLY, Saturday, September 27  
This event is to rally support for Barack Obama, Mark Warner and Jim Moran but also to reach out and meet new Alexandri-
ans on the West End of the City.  More details to come but if you can help set up from 11am to 12pm, work during the event 
from 12pm to 2pm or 2pm to 4pm or clean up from 4pm to 5pm, please let us know. 
  
ART ON THE AVENUE, Saturday, October 4  
��������	����
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We need volunteers to help set up between 8am and 10am and to work the following shifts: 10am to 12pm, 12pm to 2pm, 
2pm to 4pm and 4pm to 6pm.  The last shift will help clean up our supplies.   
 
ELECTION DAY, Tuesday, November 4  
Please put in your vacation time now because we absolutely need your help on election day.  We will be staffing the polls 
from 6am to 7pm, calling to remind residents to vote, going door to door with literature, handing out literature at metro  
stops, and much more.  We are taking volunteers now so, please, let us know your availability and what you would like to do 
to make Barack Obama the next President of the United States! 
 
If you have any questions about the above events, have questions about canvassing and registering voters or can volunteer 
please contact amanda.ruff@verizon.net or call 703-549-3367.  
 
Thank you—for all of your past, present and future help!  

Volunteering is always exciting!   
     

  Mark Feldheim, supervolunteer, 
braves the storm before the Irish 
Festival 

Charniele Herring talks with two 
Obama supporters at Operation 
Hope 1 Love Festival. 

Obama campaign supporters, Daya 
Washington and Gil Mendelson at 
Operation Hope 1 Love Festival 
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                                                                                                                     by Anna Leider 

Nothing Left to Do for Election Day? 

The City of Alexandria will need more than 600 Election Officers to conduct this year’s Presidential Election.  

The qualifications are simple: You must be registered to vote in Virginia, you must be cheerful and coherent for 16 hours 
straight, beginning at 5am, and you must enjoy public service.   

The responsibilities are a little more complex: You need to report for work at your precinct by 5 a.m. on Election Day to set up 
voting equipment and prepare the polling place for voting. During the day, you will demonstrate voting procedures, verify voter 
registrations, monitor the voting booths, close the polling place and certify the results of the precinct. And throughout the day, 
you must refrain from any political or partisan chit-chat.   

 You will also be required to attend one three-hour training session in late October. 

 The compensation is $100. 

 For more information please contact Angie Maniglia (from the Elections Office) at 703-838-4050,   

Angela.Maniglia@alexandriava.gov or Anna Leider (from the Electoral Board) at AnnaLeider@aol.com. 
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If people aren’t registered by the first week of Oc tober, they won’t be voting on November 4! 
 
The last day for new voters to register or for currently registered voters to update addresses is Monday, October 6.   This  
makes September a critical month for all those voter registration goals we’ve talked about and set for our neighborhoods, our 
precincts and larger regions.   
 
Set those voter registration drives now so they can be scheduled during the month, and, please, respond when the campaigns 
call to ask for your help. 
 
Individuals may pick up registration forms at  local voter registration offices; public libraries; DMVs; armed forces recruiting 
offices; state or local government offices.   
 
To get or submit a form in person in Alexandria:    
                                           Office hours, 8:00-5:00 Monday-Friday 
                                           Office of Voter Registration and Elections 
                                           132 North Royal St. 
                                           Alexandria, VA 22314 
                                           703-838-4050        
                                           www.alexandriava.gov/elections/info 
  
 To download the voter registration form:  www.sbe.virginia.gov/cms/Forms_Publications 
                               

Got News?   
Do you have something to tell to about 2,000 people?  Political?  Environmental?  Pictures from   
political events?   Send to Marianne Anderson, Public Information Officer for the ADC,  
 at marianneanderson@verizon.net.    
Submit by the third Thursday of any month for the next month’s newsletter. 
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Unlike paper bags, (which we chronicled in the August newsletter) plastic bags are typically made from oil, a non-
renewable resource.  Plastics are a by-product of the oil-refining process, accounting for about 4% of oil produc-
tion around the globe—60 to 100 million barrels of oil each year!  
 
The biggest energy input into the plastic bag creation process is from electricity, coming from coal-burning power 
plants at least half of the time.  The process requires the oil to heat to 750 degrees, where it can be separated and 
molded into polymers. Plastic bags are made from polyethylene -- in its low-density form (LDPE), which is also 
known as #4.   
 
Plastic can be recycled, but it isn't simple or easy. Recycling involves essentially re-melting the bags and re-
casting the plastic.  According to the U.S. EPA, manufacturing the new plastic from recycled plastic requires just 
two-thirds of the energy that is used in virgin plastic manufacturing. However, the recycled material is a weaker 
product. 
 
Although the making of plastic bags creates fewer airborne emissions and requires less energy than the making of  
paper bags, plastic bags create havoc for the environment. Plastic bags cause over 100,000 sea turtle and other 
marine animal deaths every year when animals mistake them for food.   
 
Think of this:  Between 500 billion and 1 trillion plastic bags are used worldwide each year and most plastic bags 
take over 400 years to biodegrade. 
  
Ultimately, neither paper nor plastic bags are the best choice; choosing reusable canvas bags instead is the way 
to go.  

“ Today we face essentially the same choice we faced in 2000, though it may be even more obvious now 
because John McCain, a man who has earned our respect on many levels, is now openly endorsing the 
policies of the Bush-Cheney White House and promising to actually continue them. 
 
The same policies, those policies, all over again?  Hey, I believe in recycling, but that’s ridiculous .”  
                             
                                                                                      ...Al Gore at th e Democratic National Convention  
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The campaign staffers, and volunteers, for “Obama Campaign for Change” 
and for the “VA Victory ’08” coordinated campaign are in need of office sup-
plies and some sustenance items.     
 
They would be grateful for any donations of pens, pencils, post-it notes, 
poster paper, markers, masking tape, etc.  And, they wouldn’t mind some food 
donations to keep them going while they put in those long hours! 
 
If you can donate anything, give them a call at 703-786-0149 or email to 
Katharine McFarland at blake.mcfarland@gmail.com.  Or, simply stop in at 
the office at 1307 King St. with whatever you can donate. 
 
Those hard-working staffers and volunteers thank you in advance.      
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Al e x a n d r i a  D e m o c r a t i c  
C o m m i t t e e   

Executive Board: 
Chair 
Susan B. Kellom   SusanBKellom@aol.com 
 
Deputy Chair for Finance & Administration 
Julie N. Jakopic   julie@creatingthevision.com 
 
Deputy Chair for Precinct Operations – East 
Matt Harris   matsharris@hotmail.com  
 
Deputy Chair for Precinct Operations – West 
Charniele Herring   cherringlaw@yahoo.com 
 
Clerk 
Mary Lyman   mslyman@verizon.net 
 
Treasurer 
Elisabeth Campbell   campfair@comcast.net 
 
Public Information Officer  Marianne Anderson    
         marianneanderson@verizon.net 
 
Technology Officer 
Holly Wallace   hjw@radix.net 
 
Resolutions Officer 
Richard R.G. Hobson   
rhobson@mcguirewoods.com 
 
Community Outreach Officers 
Diana Bedoya  dbedoya67@yahoo.com 
H. Scott Johnson  hscottjohnson@gmail.com 
 
Volunteer Coordinators 
Scott Price  saprice@vhtp.org 
Amanda Ruff  amanda.ruff@verizon.net 
 
Leadership Circle 
Mark Feldheim    mark.feldheim@verizon.net 
 
Parliamentarian 
Craig Fifer   craig@fifer.net 
 
Legal Counsel 
Jim Lay   jim@laymoore.com 
 
Young Democrats Liaison  
John Chapman   j.taylor.chapman@gmail.com 
 
Immediate Past Chair 
Paul Smedberg  SmedbergPC@aol.com 

Precinct Operations East:  Matt Harris, 703-549-796 5,  matsharris@hotmail.com 

Pct.   Name                            Precinct Captain      Phone #                   Email address 

101 Ladrey Senior Bldg        Ron Lafond              703-586-2145         rdlafond@gmail.com     

102 City Hall                         Hazel & Ron Rigby   703-548-2422         hrigby@aol.com 

103   Lyles Crouch School     Vacant   

104   Durant Center                Mark Feldheim         703-739-9772         mark.feldheim@verizon.net 

105   The Lee Center              PJ Palmer-Johnson  703-566-0856         drepj@aol.com 

106 Cora Kelly Rec Center   Ed Walters                703-863-3278         ed.walters@gmail.com                   

107 Mt. Vernon Rec Center Paul Cox                   571-332-6474         dragon2eden@gmail.com 

108   Geo.Washington Sch.   Tania Blagrove         703.519.7973         tania@magallon.info    

109 Fire Dept. HQ                Marianne Anderson  703.548.0295        marianneanderson@verizon.net 

                                               Trish Curran             703.549.9064          pdclkg@msn.com 

201    Maury School               Mark Schofield         703.517.7510          marklynnschofield@gmail.com 

202   George Mason School  Pat Butler                 703.549.0177          phbraven@msn.com 

203   Agudas Achim Cong.    Paul Friedman          703.671.3843          paulfriedman@comcast.net 

204   Blessed Sacrament      Barbara Brenman     703.548.9485          bbrenman@verizon.net 

205   MacArthur School         Dick Hobson             703.370.1858          rhobson@mcguirewoods.com 

 

 

Precinct Operations West:  Charniele Herring, 703-3 00-9473, cherringlaw@yahoo.com 

206   Chinquapin Rec Cen    Bill Dickinson            703.370.3089          wdickin953@aol.com 

207 Temple Beth El             Jack Sullivan            703.370.3039          jack.sullivan9@verizon.net 

                                               Paul Vogel                703-823-6457          pvogel@hotmail.com  

208   NOVA Arts Center        Paul Wilmot              571-220-7754          paulewil@yahoo.com  

209   James K. Polk School   Dorathea Peters       703.399-5654          doratheapeters@aol.com 

210   St. James Church         David Colton             703-256-2911          coltonva@verizon.net 

 

302   St. Martin Rec Cen.      Dr. FJ Pepper           703.751.0770          fjpeppermd@aol.com  

303 Beatley Library              Jacqueline Meeks    703.823.0961          jackiemeeks@comcast.net 

                                               Jamal Awamleh        703-786-4198          jawamleh@msn.com  

304   Tucker School               John Kinney             202-714-2022          jkinney@bakerdonelson.com 

305   John Adams School     Vacant 

306   Wm.Ramsay RecCen.  Carolyn Herring       703.658.2305          cherringlaw@yahoo.com 

307   South Port Apartments Libby Cooperman     703.370.9064          lcooperm@aacn.nche.edu 

308   Cameron Station           Derek Hyra               703.751.2725          hyra.home1@verizon.net 
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