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“We're competing for every  
single vote here in the Old  
Dominion,"  then-Senator 
Joe Biden told a crowd in 
Suffolk, VA,  "We win here 
and we win the presidency." 

Dear Alexandria Democrats: 
 
As you read the rest of this newsletter, you will probably be once again over-
come with the emotions of the night of November 4, 2008.  The thoughts of your 
fellow Democrats are both profound and uplifting.  They are the heartfelt feel-
ings of all of us. 
 
I had truly believed that Barack Obama would be our next President – yet I did 
not believe that our country would be whole again until I heard the wonderful 
news that Virginia had gone Blue.   
 
It is impossible to express our thanks to all of the Alexandria Democrats who 
helped to make America the country she was meant to be.  You know what you 
did, and you should be so darn proud of yourselves! 
 
Alexandria had the fourth highest percentage of voter turnout for our new Presi-
dent.  We had 71.73 %.  We were the highest of ALL of the jurisdictions in the 
Eighth Congressional District for Barack Obama, Mark Warner and Jim Moran. 
 
For those of you who were not here at the time, when Lyndon Johnson signed 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, he acknowledged that the Democratic Party would 
lose the South for a generation.  That old generation has finally elapsed.   
 
After 44 years, we have a new generation.  The important thing is that it is not a 
generation of age -- it is a generation of belief and of ideas.  A generation of 
people from 18 to 98 (and above) that has said we will not tolerate the old ideol-
ogy – we will forge the new change that matters. 
 
And this New Generation needs to get geared up to celebrate the New Admini-
stration: 
 
First  – The ADC is sponsoring a reception in Richmond on December 15 to 
honor the historic vote of the Virginia Electoral College for Barack Obama.  We 
will gather in the Rotunda of the Jefferson Hotel to celebrate our own Eighth 
District Elector, Marian Van Landingham, and her fellow Electors.  See pages 
14 and 15 of the newsletter for more information on this elegant event. 
 
Second  – For those of you who are wondering what to do on the evening of 
January 20 – join us at the Hilton Mark Center for an evening of dinner and 
dancing.  Details to follow. 
 
Please read our emails – we will have much more information on Inaugural 
events as the days progress. 
 
Have a Happy Democratic New Year!  You have earned it! 
 
Susan Kellom 



����������	�������
	��������������
������������ �
������� ������� ���������������������� ������� ������� � ������ ������� ������ by Congressman Jim Moran 

The Alexandria Democrat Page 2 

The pendulum of history has swung.  The Democratic Party now has one of the largest governing majori-
ties ever.  But with this victory comes great responsibility -- to govern fairly and openly and competently.  
But we should also recognize that this election is  a mandate for change. 
  
It is a rejection of the narrow, ideological conservatism that has come to define today’s Republican Party. 
  
The Economy  
Trickle down economics didn’t work.  It made us all poorer. 
  
Today, this country’s wealth is concentrated at the very top to a more extreme degree than at any time 
since the Great Depression, ¾ of a century ago.  The wealthiest 10% of Americans now own more than 
80% of our nation’s wealth. 
  
The simplistic notion that they are entitled to keep as much wealth as possible without paying a fair share 
of the cost of the military that protects it, the roads and rails that transport it, or the education of the work 
force that produces it, is simply un-American. 
 
Foreign Policy 
The notion that having the world’s largest military (it’s 29 times larger than the militaries of all seven of our 
principal enemies) entitles us to declare war unilaterally and preemptively is simply wrong. When Dick 
Cheney said “We don’t negotiate, we dominate,” he weakened our security around the world.  The fiasco 
in Iraq has served for seven years as al Qaeda’s principal recruiting tool and rallying cry. 
  
The Environment 
And the notion that we should drill here, drill now, maximizing the natural resources we can extract for our 
own convenience today without regard for their environmental consequences or the needs of future gen-
erations, is also wrong and counterproductive.  It takes us down the same dead end dependency on fossil 
fuels that has strengthened our enemies and bankrupted our consumers.  With 4 1/2% of the world’s 
population, we simply can’t continue to use up 25% of the world’s energy supply.  Never before has any 
administration used up so much of its children’s financial future and natural resources in such a short pe-
riod of time.   
                                                   Yes it is  time for a change. 
 
And if we do what is right, if we repair our economy, restore our international reputation, end the war in 
Iraq, and invest in, rather than borrow from, our future, then we will fulfill the destiny that should be our 
legacy.   
 
We have repudiated the politics of fear and smear; we have turned our backs finally on the injustice of 
prejudice. 
  
We have elected a man on the content of his character, the clarity of his intellect and the courage of his 
commitment to make America great again, in the words of our forefathers, “to make this nation a moral 
guidepost to the world.” This happened because each of you and all of you said to yourselves, “I will 
make this happen.”  And now it is up to you again to make this nation we love so much all that we know it 
can be and determine that it will  be! 
  

When I learned that Barack Obama was the President-elect, I was stunned .  
I'm so proud to be a citizen of the United States of America.  
I now challenge myself to step up my commitment and continue to be actively involved 
in our democratic system to support our President Obama. 
                                                                                           ...Patricia Bassette 
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I hope the enormous outpouring and volunteer enthusiasm can be 
harnessed long-term in some form of national service, to help vari-
ous levels of government through the “Bush Recession and Re-
cord Debt,” by having volunteer work take the place of some fed-
eral spending. ...Bill E. Clayton. 

Thrilled when Virginia turned 
"blue" and went for Obama. 
And, also excited that Virginia 
now has 3 new Democrats in 
Congress!  
                   ...Harlene Clayton We miss Alexandria Democrats!  

We have just moved to Natchez, MS 
and were THRILLED when our 
county went for Barack Obama.....
we have new hope not only for our 
country but for our new home!!   
Sincerely,  JoAnne and Edward 
Phipps  
 

My favorite election results euphoria moment came when my wife informed 
me that a TV station she was watching announced that Obama had carried 
Virginia to the accompaniment of background music: "The Night They Drove 
Old Dixie Down!" 
                                                                 ...Phil Powell 

I was sitting on my couch by myself. My husband had been an election official so he had 
crashed. My friends had just gone home because we feared it would be a long time before we 
knew for sure. 
 
(When I knew for sure) I screamed very quietly and cried a little. I wished that my mom and 
dad had been there to hug. They would have been so happy. I took some of their ashes with 
me (Dee in my left pocket and Peter in my right) that day to work the polls and to vote.  
 
I knew they would want to do their bit as well. So as I did a little dance in my living room, I 
hoped they were dancing, too! 
                                                                              ...Lisa Schumaier 

Ryan was covering the election, so I was at home with the girls 
watching CNN. When the election was called, I ran through the 
house screaming (by myself, of course). Ryan left his office and 
went to the White House at 1:30 a.m., took video on his cell 
phone, and sent it to me. I sat down in disbelief as I saw how 
many people were there and how jubilant the crowd was. Words 
cannot describe how thankful I was (and still am) for every sin-
gle person who worked on Obama’s campaign. And for the 
technology that brought the scene to me in the wee morning 
hours!  
                                       ...Patty Donmoyer 

Ohio, check. Pennsylvania, check.  
Virginia, Oh my G-d, Virginia!!  
Now we can say she's the mother of 
SEVEN Presidents! 
 
It's the truth. I was much surer that 
Obama would be elected than I was that 
he'd get Virginia.  
                          ...Becky Squires 
 
 

The light at the end of the tunnel, and what a great opportunity for us all. 
(It has been) so nice to work as a team. 
                                                                              ...Paul Vogel 
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A few days after the election my wife, Lisa, and I were reading the morning paper with our two daughters. The 
papers and magazines were scattered all over the floor and coffee table and there were pictures of President-
Elect Obama everywhere you looked. We were talking about how amazing the week had been and how great it 
was to see how far we have come as a country. We told our girls that Barack Obama was the first African 
American president. Our oldest, Janelle, at first seemed shocked because she had not realized he was an Afri-
can American. And then she said "No. That can't be true." And she went on to tell us there had to be others be-
fore him. My wife and I smiled, laughed, and appreciated even more how much this means for the world our 
children will grow up in.                                                       
                                                                              ...Councilman Rob Krupicka 

More than ever before, this election seemed like a battle between good and evil to me. The 
Obama forces advocating working together to solve problems, doing what is best for the major-
ity, giving us hope, bringing out the best in people represented what is good in people.  
The McCain forces played on fear, selfishness, prejudice and deception. While I do not believe 
McCain or Palin are evil people, their strategies certainly brought out the evil in people.  
It wasn't until 10 pm and the electoral college maps all showed Obama getting enough votes, 
that I realized that Obama was actually going to win the election. It felt like a huge weight off my 
shoulders and renewed my faith in people.  
                                                                                                             ...Debra Livingston  

(I had a) Great sense of relief that the voting 
mechanisms were not tampered with so that there 
was a clear victory. And apprehension over the 
monumental challenges facing the Obama admini-
stration. One man, or team even, will find it almost 
impossible to effectively correct the devastation 
caused by the current occupant of the White 
House. I would urge people if nothing else, to pray 
for President-elect Obama and Vice President-
elect Biden and all those whom they will choose for 
strategic positions in the coming years.   
God bless.          
                          ...Bernadette Laniak 

We (friends and precinct volunteers) were at 
Clyde's (Mark Center, at West End), watching the 
returns on CNN at the TV there, with other ADC 
people. My friend Janet and I cried with happiness 
when they finally flashed on the TV that Obama 
was projected the next President of the United 
States.  
                                       ...Mona Miller 

The question about (what we’re reading now to fill the post-election void) is timely for me.  My book club has 
selected "Farewell My Lovely" by Raymond Chandler for this month's read. While this book was written in 
the 1930s and contained racist and sexist statements and language which were typical for the time, it is still 
a shock to read them now.  It is particularly so, in light of the  election results...how far we've come!   
 
Still, in the words of one of the slogans of the Civil Rights Movement days, "We ain't where we should be, 
and we ain't  where we're gonna be, but we sure ain’t where we was."                                              
                                                                                                                     ...Alanna Duckett 
 



������	����������	�� ��
	��������

Page 5 December 2008 

I felt an immense lifting of my spirit as soon as I heard Obama had clinched enough votes. I was immensely 
proud that our country which has held itself up as an example for other countries as a place where freedom 
reigns was really walking the walk in the largest sense of the word. I felt grateful that we had elected a leader 
who inspired others to have faith in a new day, to believe that all things are possible if we stand together instead 
of clinging to fear and divisiveness. It is my deepest hope that this shift continues and more people are inspired 
to contribute, volunteer and see that we are a nation that will be much stronger when we forget Red and Blue 
and return to our proud American roots of helping each other more.  
.                                                                                                         ..Marianne Mannschreck  
                                       "Be the change you want to see in the world" -  Gandhi 

I was especially struck by the need I felt election 
night to be watching the results with others. It was a 
night for joint celebrations. The spontaneous gather-
ing of people in front of the White House was par-
ticularly moving, and showed everyone's sense of 
bearing collective witness to history.  
                                       ...Helen R. Desfosses 

To me, it did not sink in til the next day, when I realized that an undercurrent of 
despair I felt over the way our country was headed had been lifted. I felt hope 
and pride in our country for the first time in years.                                       
                                       ...Alice Cave 

My dear colleagues,  
When 8:30 arrived and the Virginia results were not in, I went to bed and prayed myself to sleep.  
I was startled out of slumber at a little past 11:00 with joyous "whoo-hoo's" and cheers coming  
from other homes in the neighborhood. Could it be? I tuned into the television and sat gap-mouthed  
for at least a quarter hour, unable to speak.  Had our nation come so far as to elect an articulate,  
intelligent, culturally sophisticated visionary as our President? When I realized my hopes had come  
true, I wept with joy.  
                                         ...Kathleen Baker  
                                            Elementary School Music Teacher (hence, the early bedtime!) 

Sabra, our cat, and I had our eyes glued to MSNBC at 10 
P.M. on November 4 when Keith Olbermann announced 
that Barack Obama was the next President of the U.S. He 
then showed that the electoral votes of California, Wash-
ington, Hawaii, Oregon, had projected their votes for him 
as the next President.  
                          ...Chet Avery 

11 PM, November 4, 2008: tears streaming across the land; the people had voted to begin the process 
of "peace among ourselves, and with all nations." (Abraham Lincoln, March 4, 1865)  
                                                                ...Margaret French 

I was blown away to watch California and Wash-
ington state come up on the map and instantly see 
the words, “Barack Obama has been elected 
President of the United States”.   Before I realized, 
tears were coming from my eyes, like crazy!!  No 
talk, just those words. (I was watching MSNBC 
and they are often too talkative!). Amazing! 
 
Then I saw the shots of people at Grant Park as 
people were waiting to hear from Barack and the 
camera focused on Jesse Jackson, standing in the 
crowd as if no one knew him, with a serious look 
on his face filled with tears. Every time I see or 
think of that image, I cry again! WOW!!  
It was real! 
                            ...Louise Rosenbaum 



I was watching it on TV in my living room.  I 
was filled with happiness and realizing this 
was history in the making.  I wish the Presi-
dent-elect Barack Obama and his family all 
the blessings that God can grant. 
 
                          ...Geneva A. Anderson 
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I make it a habit to never watch the re-
turns- it's too nerve wracking. I found out 
after getting out of the shower. I just cried. 
                          ...Renee Carter 

I realized that he won after the Pennsylvania and then Ohio re-
sults were announced. I felt a huge sense of relief. Then, I waited 
and hoped for Virginia and, about half an hour later, we went blue!  
 
I live in the Southeast quadrant of Old Town and we had the nar-
rowest (or one of the narrowest) margins of victory of all of Alex-
andria.  I lived with McCain/Palin signs all over my neighborhood.  
Now, I'd like to understand this: Is it just greed?  My better-off 
neighbors don't want to share their wealth, even in tough times?  
 
Who will be our next governor? I want to get more involved. There 
is so much to do:  Housing, education, energy and the environ-
ment.  
                          ...Carol Wallack 
 

While standing outside Lyles-Crouch Precinct on Election Day, about mid-afternoon, I noticed an African-
American man standing a little off in the distance.  Accompanying him was a Labrador, or some other sweet dog 
like that. He kept staring at me. As it turns out, I think he was waiting for the people standing around me to leave 
or step outside of hearing range. After a while, he walked over and said, "I am a felon, so I can't vote. Is that 
right?" I gave him an understanding smile and said, "No, you cannot, but we are working to change that in Vir-
ginia. It's just a matter of time. It's going to happen -- trust me -- it's going to happen!" When other people were 
nervous in the weeks, days, and hours leading up to the election, I just kept saying, "It's going to happen! It's go-
ing to happen! These things take time. It's going to happen!" Sometimes you just gotta believe. 
 
                                                                 ...Karen Hayes 

Wednesday, after the election, in Trader Joe’s, an older black man stopped me and said he liked my button 
(Obama). We shared a spontaneous happy hug and he began to tell me his story. As he was telling it I 
started to cry and he began to cry and soon there were several people who had stopped to listen and they 
were crying, too. This man was the first “negro” who walked alone into a white school when he was only 9 
years old! He also served our country in the Marines for 21 years and did not imagine that there could 
EVER be a black President and said that this was the first day in all of his years that he hadn't felt like a 
second class citizen... There in TJ’s, sharing the joy of this time, somehow rising above the pain of the past 
and moving on. Together. 
Yes we really can! 
                                       ...Wendi R. Kaplan  (sent via Tania Blagrove) 

Every time I see President-elect Obama on TV (and listen to him 
speak), or read about what is going on, I get choked up, feel all 
warm and fuzzy (as well as RELIEF), and smile.  
                          ...Robyn Rosenblum 
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I first joined the NAACP in 1949 and devoted a substantial amount of time and effort since then to help 
achieve civil rights and improve intergroup relations. I was overcome by the election results because at that 
moment Martin Luther King's dream, which inspired Barack Obama, me, my wife, my children and so many 
other Americans, came true at long last.  
                                                                               -- Former Vice Mayor Mel Bergheim 

I was in the civil rights march in Washington in 1964. (with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.) Obama's 
election was the culmination of Dr. King's dream that the content of character should mean more 
than the color of the skin. I teared up big time.  
                                                                                                        ...Jack Sullivan  

During the campaign we were flooded with questions about the presidential election from friends in 
many countries. Beginning at 2:00am EST on November 5 we began receiving “Congratulations” from 
everywhere; Turkey, Bulgaria, Macedonia, Russia, Armenia, Ukraine, Egypt, and many others.  
I’ve never seen such interest and international enthusiasm for an American presidential election.  
Most rewarding was the sincere outpouring of enthusiasm, elation and much relief from friends across 
the world! Obama’s election was a message of hope across the globe! 
                                                    ...Ken & Winnie Hill  

I was in New York election night; we exited the Met after the opera and headed for a bar at Lincoln 
Center as I was anxious to learn the election results. I immediately knew the answer as there was 
much celebrating and cheering when we entered. When the President-elect appeared on the huge 
T.V. I happened to glance out the window and saw a lovely sight--there were two street people star-
ing at the T.V. through the window smiling broadly and cheering. We all smiled and waved. A very 
nice moment and I thought, “everyone is interested in this election”. 
 
                                                                                                        ...June Hajjar 

My moment of truth was mathematical.  We were watching John King and his magic map on 
CNN.  He calculated, hypothetically, how McCain could win if he took all the states that still 
had not been counted and gave them to McCain.  There was no way.  It was mathematically 
impossible.   No big moment, really. No ball dropping on New Years Eve.  Just math.    
 
A few minutes later the polls closed on the west coast and Obama was it!  My husband cried.  
I couldn't believe it.  I thought something  would jinx  Obama's lead in the last week of the  
campaign.   We went  upstairs and woke our kids, l5 and 11,  to tell them the news.  Our 
l5 year old was following the returns under the covers with his iPhone (he saved up a lot of 
babysitting money for that thing!)  Our 11 year old smiled, rolled over and went back to sleep.  
                                                                   ...Karen Schwarz       
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I was visiting in MA on Election Day. I had to 
go to bed before results were known. I made 
the usual 4 am trip, but decided to turn on 
the TV before returning to bed. 
What a glorious feeling………he’d won! 
             ...Martha Clement 

Some election statistics: 
 
Nationally Obama received (as of now) 52.68% the highest percentage of any candidate entering the 
White House since Eisenhower in 1952.  
 
Obama captured 52.6% of the Virginia vote. That is the highest percent that a Democrat has received 
when running state wide for the first time, for any office, in at least twenty years. In doing so, he captured 
Henrico County.  No Democratic presidential candidate has done that since at least Harry Truman. Not 
even Lyndon Johnson took Henrico in 1964 when he carried Virginia with 53.5%. Here are some other Vir-
ginia stats:  
             City of Petersburg gave the highest percentage for Obama, 88.63% 
             City of Charlottesville is second coming in at 78.35% 
             Fairfax County gave the greatest number of votes 310,359 
Of our 11 Congressional districts Obama carried 2, 3, 4, 8, 10, and 11. The 3rd. turned in the best percent-
age at 75.52%.  The worst showing was in the 9th where Obama got 39.6%.  The 8th turned in the most 
votes, 234,203, with a percentage of 69.28%.  
                                                                   ...Compiled by Tom Raycroft 

I was at home recovering from recent brain surgery but insisted 
on watching Obama's speech with my husband, adult daughter 
and sister-in-law. It felt so good to know that Virginia had voted 
for Obama. But my main reaction was how Obama managed to 
instill a quiet happiness in the crowd. During his speech, every-
one looked so happy, in such a peaceful way...the traumatic 
Reagan-Bush regime had finally ended!   
 
I told my daughter that maybe now we can stop defining our-
selves by the color of our skin. This is not to diminish the im-
portance of our ethnic and racial heritages, but to stop making 
it central to our identity.  No election has made me feel so 
elated since Kennedy's in 1960 when i was not quite eight 
years old! 
                          ...Stephanie Morrow 

The spontaneous celebration at the White House fence re-
minded me of the celebrations at the Berlin Wall in 1989. Ex-
cept all the celebrations were on one side of the fence. 
 
Afterward, I celebrated by going hiking for 8 days in Big Bend 
National Park in Texas. Eight days with no email!  When I was 
leaving the park, I saw a sign for "Old Maverick Road" - write 
your own joke here! 
                                       ...Bruce Gilsen 

I was at the bar at the McLean Hilton at the victory party. When I heard CNN project 
OBAMA the victor, I burst into tears thinking that I never thought that I would live to see 
a night like this, the first Black American to win the presidency!                               
                                          ...Anna Reuben 

Of course, I was elated about a De-
mocratic victory!  I kept thinking 
that, at the last minute, a catastro-
phe would creep in like the last two 
presidential elections -- one stolen 
and the other reeking of election 
fraud, especially in Ohio.  
...Mary Frances de la Pava 
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In that defining moment  
When Barack Obama's victory became joy-
ously apparent........  
My little volunteer heart literally exploded with 
exclamation points!!!!!!  
Obama -- the transformative candidate --  
became part of my personal story.  
                                       ...Suzanne Mead 

What I'm doing to fill the "void": Eagerly 
watching the news for updates on plans for 
the new administration! 
 
As for the "yeah, we won!" moment--well, to 
be honest, it was overshadowed by that 
WONDERFUL acceptance speech. It had 
me, and several of those close to me, in 
tears. 
  ...Phyllis Gilmore, Quiet but Supportive 
 

When I heard about the historical victory I was at  the Democratic Party Celebration in Tysons Corner. It was  
absolutely wonderful to be around hundreds of other Democrats with Senator Mark Warner, Senator Jim Webb, 
and Governor Tim Kaine. At the particular moment of the victory announcement, I was at the hospitality suite  
 where screams of joy resounded. Thank you for the opportunity to share my experience.  
                                                                 ...Tsaike S. Brundige 

-Now that my hours are no longer consumed with campaign volunteerism, political emails, NYTimes, Wash.
Post, C-SPAN and CNN media coverage, I am reading Doris Kearns' “Team of Rivals" and comparing it to 
President-elect Barack Obama's previously read "Audacity of Hope," James McPherson's excellent "Tried by 
War: Abraham Lincoln as Commander in Chief "and Harold Holzer's "Lincoln President-Elect" to gain greater 
perspective on how our exciting new president could be expected to set a bipartisan, transformational course 
for America.                                 ...Jerry Bernier 

I was elated that he won but aghast that 28% of registered 
voters didn't vote. When I left my precinct at 7:00PM Nov 4 I 
figured Barack had lost because with all the publicity only 
70% of the registered had voted. Very few were there after 6 
and there were none rushing for the door at the last minute.  
Would you run an article about the percentage voted precinct 
by precinct?  I would like to go door to door and find out why 
or why not so we could perhaps get a larger turnout for the 
City Election in May.  
             ...James Edward "Ed" Ablard 

My friend Peter and I were at Clyde’s watching the 
returns. As soon as Virginia was called for Obama 
we were euphoric. This joy released the worry 
knots that had taken residence in my stomach up to 
that point! We knew he had it then. Alleluia!  
             ...Kathleen Schramm 

I was watching the results in my den with one 
of the volunteers (Lenore Cook) who had 
worked with us the entire day at the Lee Cen-
ter Precinct. When I realized that victory was 
imminent, I said, "Jerry, we did it!" Lenore and 
I immediately went to the Carlyle Club (two 
blocks away) where we met David and 
Shayna Englin as well as a myriad of other 
Obama supporters and watched the an-
nouncement and victory speech. 
             ...PJ Palmer-Johnson 
 

On election night, I knew Obama would win when he won 
Ohio. However, it didn't hit me hard until the networks an-
nounced the result after the California polls closed. Tears 
flowed. Since then, I have been telling or reminding folks I 
encounter about this as best as I can remember it:  
             Rosa Parks sat so that  
             Martin Luther King could walk so that  
             Barack Obama could run so that  
             Our children could fly.  
                                       ...George Ball 
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On Election Night, I went with my best friend, Stu, and State Senator Patsy Ticer to the McLean Hilton. 
After a small visit to Governor, I mean, Senator Mark Warner's celebration we went up to the Alexandria  
Democratic Committee's hospitality suite.  
When it was announced that Obama was indeed the winner, I just found myself looking around. The facial 
expressions of those around me I will never soon forget. John Chapman to my right – his jaw practically on 
the ground; Stu did a fist pump and let out a “wow”; Patsy’s eyes were glistening, full of excited tears. 
Amazing to be able to see all of that in one room. Oh! What a night! 
                                                                                                          ...Lauren E. Smith 

Julie Phillips, left, congratulates friend, 
neighbor, and new US citizen, Irma 
Lauper, as she votes for the first time. 
 
Suzanne Mead and Jessica Tava,  
at right 

On Tuesday, November 4, I didn't vote for Obama. I didn't vote at 
all!   On Monday night I was working late when I came down with a 
nasty case of the flu -- the 24 hour vomiting kind (Everybody OUT! 
Two exits, no waiting!). It forced me to leave work early.  
 
I managed to survive the astonishingly bumpy ride home from work. 
However, within seconds of arriving home, I prayed to the porcelain 
goddess a second time. I collapsed somewhere around 11:00 PM 
Monday night. 
 
I got up again at 5:00am Tuesday morning. I ached all over, felt 
weak as a kitten, and I was moving at about 1/4 of my usual speed. 
But I hauled myself and the poll worker supplies down to our local 
voting station (I'm the precinct captain).  
 
Once there, I met with the lawyers dispatched from the local Obama 
campaign, gave them their poll worker authorizations, got my volun-
teers squared away with sample Democratic ballots, and even had 
the presence of mind to take a picture of the line outside (just for my 
own memento of the occasion).   
 
I got home, prayed before the porcelain goddess a third time, and 
slept for several more hours. I got up again at 9:00 AM. I called my 
workplace and told them in my beautifully acid-ravaged voice that I 
would not be coming back to work that evening. I showered and de-
cided that was enough activity for one morning. I collapsed back into 
bed again. 
 
I woke up in the afternoon and began tohydrate myself. My stomach 
had settled down from roller coaster flip-flops to mild butterflies. I 
drank two bottles of gatorade. Nothing bad happened.  
 
I decided I would try to get over to the polls at 5:00 PM. My wife 
would be getting ready to go to work, so I'd have to bring my son 
Oliver with me, but as long as I brought formula and some toys he 
would be pretty mellow (he's a very easygoing kid). He was already 
getting to the end of his usual two-hour afternoon nap, so he would 
be well-rested. I was still slightly worried because my own strength 
had not really come back yet.   
 
Then at 4:45 PM, my son woke up crying, sounding very upset. I 
went upstairs and opened the door to his room. Oliver had thrown 
up all over his bed. 

So we decided to stay home and sit out 
this election. 
 
I'd talked to enough people about Obama, 
had voted for him in the Virginia primary, 
had given his campaign plenty of money 
(I'd even given his 2004 Senate campaign 
the maximum amount), and I'd gotten his 
own lawyers squared away at the polls on 
election day.  
 
I figure the President-elect can let me off 
the hook this one time. 
                                         ...Paul Cox 
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The Summer Olympics and the Democratic National Convention were the two summer events that ended with a 
big bang, but they had more in common than one might think.  The DNC was actually a sprawling series of 
events across Denver, not just at the Pepsi Center.  For a national party, a convention is the confluence of nu-
merous subcultures eager to confer, publicize and party during those four days. 
 
My perspective on the backstage business was as a speaker tracker on the Podium Operation Team.  For this, 
my third convention as a tracker, I had six clients over the four days.  I assisted each with navigating the intense 
security arrangements, getting the speech text submitted for vetting, rehearsing with a teleprompter and speech 
coach and getting them to show up on time and, as the old TV ad said, cool, calm and collected. 
 
For former Gov. Mark Warner I worked out extensive transportation arrangements for him and his staff to attend 
rehearsals of his important keynote speech, then guided him through the rabbit warren-like backstage area.  For-
mer Sen. Tom Daschle proved a delight to assist, always willing to make himself available to media interviews.    
Mayor Manny Diaz of Miami was doing well until he twisted his ankle an hour before his Monday speech.  I sum-
moned the paramedics and we postponed his speech until Wednesday. Sen. Pat Leahy proved himself an old pro 
who gave a polished speech.  In 2004 he was the one speaker for whom the teleprompter failed, requiring his 
tracker to hand him a printed copy of his speech.   
 
One innovation of this convention was to feature as speakers some 15 “real people” who Sen. Obama had met 
during his campaign.  They spoke of the challenges facing them and the empathy Obama showed to them.   
 
The great suspense was whether moving to the 80,000 seat Mile High Stadium for the last night would be a suc-
cess or be plagued by logistical problems.  Some predicted that the State Patrol’s plan to close I-25, the major 
north-south Interstate in Colorado, for five hours would cause incalculable disruption and tip the state to the Re-
publicans in November.  It turns out the state efficiently rerouted traffic, and, other than long pedestrian lines for 
the magnetometers, all flowed well. 
 
After the Obama fireworks show I returned backstage to our speaker “hold” room to congratulate the others on 
my team on a job well done.  We were surprised to see guests streaming in only to realize that our room was the 
site of the A-List party featuring the nominees and their families.  I was honored to have photos taken with Sena-
tors Obama and Biden.  I congratulated them both and said the nation was proud of them. 
 
I was in a buoyant mood since Thursday morning when I heard Stevie Wonder on the stage do his warm-up of 
“Signed, Sealed, Delivered.”  We’ll see if that comes true on November 4.             (Ed. Note:  Yes, it did!) 

The Last Rally — one of the best!                                                By Diana Bedoya 
Just three days before the election, the Alexandria Democratic Committee, along with Black Women for 
Obama, sponsored the last rally of the campaign season.  Cong. Jim Moran was there to start; Mayor Bill 
Euille was there to speak, as were Brian Moran, Justin Wilson, Paul Smedberg, Del Pepper and actor Mario 
Van Peebles.   

Many stars of the event were 
those who went out into the 
neighborhoods and canvassed for 
the last push before the election.      

Mayor Bill Euille spurs on volunteers 
from left, Justin Wilson, Paul Smedberg, Diana 
Bedoya, Brian Moran 
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From a previous email communique sent by Susan Kellom, Chair:  “At the December 1, 2008 ADC meeting we will 
be voting to fill two vacancies on the ADC Executive Committee. They are Deputy Chair for Precinct Operations 
West and Co-Outreach Officer. (It is not necessary for the Precinct Ops West person to live in the West End.)  

For Deputy Chair, Precinct Operations West:   
John Irvine, MPA, Candidate for Deputy Chair (Preci nct Operations-West) 
 
I’m currently the interim Deputy Chair for Precinct Operations-West. From 2000-2004, I was the ADC's Public In-
formation Officer and later Deputy Chair (Precinct Ops-West).  
 
I have a long, rich history of Democratic activism and involvement. I grew up in a progressive household—-my 
folks were advocates of the civil, women’s and labor rights movements.  
 
I graduated from Kent State University. During my summer breaks, I would travel to Washington, D.C., and intern 
in the Office of the Secretary for the Democratic National Committee. In the summer of 1992, I worked as a floor 
runner at the Convention in NYC.  
 
At Kent State, I was president of the College Democrats. In the fall of '92, we made history by booing Vice Presi-
dent Dan Quayle off stage. That fall, our club helped win Northeast Ohio, in turn the State of Ohio, for Bill Clinton. 
 
After graduation, I worked as a special assistant on a US Senate campaign in Ohio, as a legislative aide to an 
Ohio State Senator, and later as a field director to then-Congressman Sherrod Brown's re-election campaign.  
 
I arrived in Washington, D.C., 11 years ago and secured an internship in the Clinton White House. Following that 
wonderful experience, I worked for the largest federal employees union in the U.S., the American Federation of 
Government Employees (AFGE). Today, I direct community and media relations for Virginia Paving, a division of 
the LANE Construction Corporation.  
 
I hold a Master's in Public Administration (MPA) from the University of Baltimore (specialization in labor-
management relations) and I am very involved in the Alexandria community--I serve on the board of the Alexan-
dria YMCA and First Night Alexandria.  I was just re-elected to my second consecutive term as president of the 
Clover-College Park Civic Association.  
 
I, along with my daughter, Meg, and wife, Mary [who is chief of staff to US Senator Russ Feingold (D-WI)], live in 
the MacArthur Elementary School precinct. 

For Co-Outreach Officer:  John Taylor Chapman, Outg oing President, Alexandria Young  
Democrats 
 
We have a tremendous opportunity to further engage newly registered voters and volunteers who helped us win 
the White House. I would like to run for the Outreach Officer position on the ADC executive board so that we can 
take advantage of this opportunity and grow our committee.  
 
I believe the work and accomplishments of my two-year term as President of the Alexandria Young  
Democrats, in which I was also able to serve on the ADC Executive Board and the 8th District Committee, would 
help me work toward accomplishing the ADC's goals of reaching out to under-served and under-represented 
populations within Alexandria. Through community events and one-on-one interactions with community members, 
we will be able to get them engaged and involved in the ADC activities and events.  
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For Co-Outreach Officer:  David Colton, Precinct Ca ptain, St. James Church 
 
I am running for the position of Co-Outreach Officer. I have been a member of the ADC off and on since the 
1980's. For ten years I was the Precinct Captain for what was then known as the Annie B Rose precinct and the 
City Hall precinct at the same time.  
 
In the “off” times I lived in the Lee District of Fairfax County where I also served as Precinct Captain. I am living 
back in the city, rejoined the ADC in 2007 and I am now Precinct Captain for St James Church.  
 
I have had many opportunities to work with citizens belonging to civic groups. Among other things these individu-
als may need official city information including a list of board vacancies and how to apply for them or the proper 
telephone number to contact an elected official so that they may come and speak to their organization. This posi-
tion should also include facilitating that person's name and e-mail address so that may get the twice weekly news-
letter on a permanent basis. In a previous Gubernatorial campaign I worked with a German TV crew and com-
bined politics, Alexandria, and my German language fluency to assist them.  
 
I would also recruit new members to join the ADC. This was a priority in all my precincts. In my short time at St 
James Church I have indentified seven people who worked on various projects in the fall campaign and would like 
to continue on as volunteers. Four of these individuals plan to join the ADC in the near future.  
 
Last but not least I would like to say that I was instrumental in developing the idea for a seniors’ function in one of 
the seniors’ homes in the St James precinct.  
I can work with a variety of groups to get them involved in the process.  
I feel that with my ADC background I would be an excellent Co-Outreach Officer.  

Congratulations to new “Grandma,” Carolyn 
Cason, tireless campaign worker and environ-
mental activist, as she holds Grandson, Caden, 
born just before the election. 
(note: Grandma is, indeed, wearing her 
Obama/Biden pin!) 

ADC Treasurer, Liz Campbell reminds 
us:   Annual administrative fees of $25 
for Voting Members and $25 for Associ-
ate Members are now due.   
 
Please bring check or cash to the De-
cember meeting, mail check to the ADC 
office, or you may pay on ActBlue, using 
this link:  
https://secure.actblue.com/page/
adminfee, or, go to www.alexdems.org 
and click on the ActBlue link from there. 
 
Any new members whose fees were re-
corded in October or November will be 
credited as having paid for the coming 
year. 
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Al e x a n d r i a  D e m o c r a t i c  
C o m m i t t e e   

Monday, December 1, 2008 
Meeting of the Alexandria  
Democratic Committee at  
             Minnie Howard School 
             8:00 pm  

Chair: 
Susan B. Kellom   SusanBKellom@aol.com 
 
Deputy Chair for Finance & Administration 
Julie N. Jakopic   julie@creatingthevision.com 
 
Deputy Chair for Precinct Operations – East 
Matt Harris   matsharris@hotmail.com  
 
Deputy Chair for Precinct Operations – West 
John Irvine, Interim,  john@tugboatpr.com 
 
Clerk 
Mary Lyman   mslyman@verizon.net 
 
Treasurer 
Elisabeth Campbell   campfair@comcast.net 
 
Public Information Officer  Marianne Anderson    
         marianneanderson@verizon.net 
 
Technology Officer 
Holly Wallace   hjw@radix.net 
 
Resolutions Officer 
Richard R.G. Hobson   
rhobson@mcguirewoods.com 
 
Community Outreach Officer 
Diana Bedoya   dbedoya67@yahoo.com 
 
Volunteer Coordinators 
Amanda Ruff  amanda.ruff@verizon.net 
Scott Price   saprice@vhtp.org 
 
Leadership Circle 
Mark Feldheim    mark.feldheim@verizon.net 
 
Parliamentarian 
Craig Fifer   craig@fifer.net 
 
Legal Counsel 
Jim Lay   jim@laymoore.com 
 
Young Democrats Liaison  
John Chapman   j.taylor.chapman@gmail.com 
 
Immediate Past Chair 
Paul Smedberg  SmedbergPC@aol.com 

Precinct Operations East:  Matt Harris, 703-549-796 5,  matsharris@hotmail.com 

Pct.  Name                            Precinct Capt ain    Phone #                   Email address 

101 Ladrey Senior Bldg        Ron Lafond              703-586-2145           rdlafond@gmail.com    

102 City Hall                         Hazel & Ron Rigby   703-548-2422          hrigby@aol.com 

103   Lyles Crouch School     Vacant   

104   Durant Center                Mark Feldheim          703-739-9772          mark.feldheim@verizon.net 

105   The Lee Center             PJ Palmer-Johnson  703-566-0856          drepj@aol.com 

106 Cora Kelly Rec Center   Ed Walters                703-863-3278          ed.walters@gmail.com                   

107 Mt. Vernon Rec Center Paul Cox                    571-332-6474          dragon2eden@gmail.com 

108   Geo.Washington Sch.  Tania Blagrove           703.519.7973          tania@magallon.info    

109 Fire Dept. HQ                Marianne Anderson  703.548.0295         marianneanderson@verizon.net 

                                               Trish Curran              703.549.9064           pdclkg@msn.com 

201    Maury School              Mark Schofield          703.517.7510           marklynnschofield@gmail.com 

202   George Mason School  Pat Butler                  703.549.0177           phbraven@msn.com 

203   Agudas Achim Cong.   Paul Friedman          703.671.3843           paulfriedman@comcast.net 

204   Blessed Sacrament      Barbara Brenman     703.548.9485           bbrenman@verizon.net 

205   MacArthur School         Dick Hobson             703.370.1858           rhobson@mcguirewoods.com 

 

Precinct Operations West:  John Irvine, 703-887-764 3,  john@tugboatpr.com 

206   Chinquapin Rec Cen    Bill Dickinson            703.370.3089           wdickin953@aol.com 

207 Temple Beth El             Jack Sullivan             703.370.3039           jack.sullivan9@verizon.net 

                                               Paul Vogel                 703-823-6457           pvogel@hotmail.com  

208   NOVA Arts Center        Paul Wilmot               571-220-7754           paulewil@yahoo.com  

209   James K. Polk School  Dorathea Peters        703.399-5654           doratheapeters@aol.com 

210   St. James Church         David Colton             703-256-2911           coltonva@verizon.net 

 

302   St. Martin Rec Cen.      Dr. FJ Pepper           703.751.0770           fjpeppermd@aol.com  

303 Beatley Library             Jacqueline Meeks     703.823.0961           jackiemeeks@comcast.net 

                                               Jamal Awamleh        703-786-4198           jawamleh@msn.com  

304   Tucker School              John Kinney              202-714-2022           jkinney@bakerdonelson.com 

305   John Adams School     Vacant 

306   Wm.Ramsay RecCen.  Carolyn Herring        703.658.2305           cherringlaw@yahoo.com 

307   South Port Apartments Libby Cooperman     703.370.9064           lcooperm@aacn.nche.edu 

308   Cameron Station          Derek Hyra                703.751.2725           hyra.home1@verizon.net 
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