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Al e x a n d r i a  
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Happy Holidays to everyone who is celebrating this season of joy and hope!  At this time 
of the year it is so wonderful to be associated with people of good will – people who be-
lieve that society should be actively engaged in helping the least among us and in fight-
ing for justice. 
 
As 2008 approaches, we have much to look forward to.  No matter which of our out-
standing Presidential candidates gain our nomination, the Democratic Party absolutely 
has the winner in November.  And, for the first time since 1964, Virginia WILL go with 
the Democratic Presidential candidate, as we also elect Mark Warner  to the US Senate 
and re-elect Jim Moran  to the US House of Representatives. 
 
Some notes: 
 
The ADC collected 465 signatures for the “Sign and Date for Eight” Virginia-wide Presi-
dential petition campaign.  This is more than half of the signatures collected in the entire 
Eighth Congressional District and almost one-tenth of what was needed state-wide.  
Please congratulate yourselves. 
 
At the January ADC meeting we will elect ADC officers for the next two years and also 
nominate a Democrat for the Alexandria Electoral Board.  I understand that Mary 
LaMois  will be asking to be reappointed to the Electoral Board. 
 
We have many events leading up to our February 12th Democratic Presidential Primary.  
We will be registering voters, having a rally to encourage Primary participation and con-
ducting Primary result watching parties.  See this newsletter, the ADC calendar and your 
email in-box for more details. 
 
My best to all of you, 
Susan Kellom 
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With the General Assembly elections behind us, the Session and the 2008 cycle before 
us, it is truly a wonderful time to be Blue  in Virginia.  In this spirit, the Virginia Young De-
mocrats are preparing to tackle the upcoming political year.  Check these events, one in 
January and one in early February:    
 

1.    Sunday and Monday, January 20, and 21, 2008, Virginia Young Democrats 
       lobby Day retreat and training.  A two day event focusing on trainings, net-    
       working events and lobbying in Richmond Virginia.   
 

         2.   Friday, February 8, 2008, Jefferson-Jackson Reception.  When you arrive at 
               the hotel for JJ weekend, come on down to the VAYD Reception.  Ticket 
               prices will be $25 for YDs and $50 for non-YDs.  For inquiries of to RSVP 
               email treasurer@vayd.org 
                                                                         
                                                                                      Continued on page 4 

Watch for Primary 
Results Events on 
February 5 and 12, 
2008. 



THE ALEXANDRIA DEMOCRAT Page 2 

��������
������
��
               Commentary by Paul Friedman  
               
On Tuesday, February 12, 2008, Virginians can register their vote as to who should be the 2008 Democratic nominee for 
President of the United States of America.  While Democrats are fortunate to have an excellent field this time around, one per-
son stands above the rest – United States Senator Barack Obama (D-IL). 
 
A man of insight and judgment, it was Barack Obama who opposed going to war in Iraq (http://www.barackobama.com/issues/
iraq/) because it was “a dumb war…a rash war” while Senators Clinton, Edwards, Biden and Dodd all voted for it.  In a brilliant 
speech, (http://www.barackobama.com/2002/10/02/remarks_of_illinois_state_sen.php) Barack actually predicted the disaster 
this war would become with remarkable clarity. 
 
Endorsed by the leader of Virginia’s Democratic Party, Governor Tim Kaine, Barack Obama represents a dramatic break with 
the past and an opportunity to explore an exciting future.  Barack embodies hope for a better world. 
 
Some say that Barack should wait his turn but he feels “the fierce urgency of now” as Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. once said.  No 
one knows what the future will bring.  Our nation is at war, our constitution is threatened, and our planet is in peril.  Whether it 
was forging a deal in Illinois that resulted in a law requiring videotaping of criminal suspect interrogations to prevent forced 
confessions or joining with Senator Russ Feingold to pass the most dramatic congressional lobbying and ethics reforms since 
the Watergate era, Barack Obama has proven he is the best candidate to bring the nation together to take on those chal-
lenges. 
 
Moreover, as the Boston Globe endorsement put it, "The most sobering challenges that face this country — terrorism, climate 
change, disease pandemics — are global.  America needs a president with an intuitive sense of the wider world, with all its 
perils and opportunities. Barack Obama has this understanding at his core.'' 
 
Polls show that Barack is on the rise in all the key early primary states and now has the opportunity to win every one of them.  
A just published Chicago Tribune poll even shows him up two-to-one (50%-25%) in Illinois over Hillary.  Moreover, according 
to Real Clear Politics, the home of political polls, Obama beats every Republican in the field head-to-head. 
 
Now is the time to show your support.  Our moment in history is rapidly approaching.  To join our movement to elect Barack 
Obama you can donate at http://my.barackobama.com/page/outreach/view/main/PAF and/or volunteer by e-mailing paulfried-
man@comcast.net 
 
Paul Friedman and Dorathea Peters are Co-Chairs, Alexandria Democrats for Obama. 
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Check out the latest issue of Newsweek with John Edwards on the cover.  The Newsweek story shows how the media is 
slowly starting to realize the power of John Edwards' campaign.  Jonathan Prince reports that folks in Iowa have been recog-
nizing the strength of his campaign for some time.  The strength of his stands on the issues has always been clear to those 
who take the time to look at where the candidates stand.  
  
If you want Virginia specific information about the Edwards campaign, please contact Libby Garvey (libby73@verizon.net) or 
Peter Rousselot (pfrou@aol.com) or visit www.virginiaforedwards.org.   

...from the Democratic Party of Virginia... 
It's official! The Democratic presidential primary campaigns are underway in Virginia! 
We have qualified SIX of the Democratic candidates for the February 12 presidential primary 
ballot here in the Commonwealth. Your choices are: 

· 1. Joe Biden 2. Hillary Clinton 3. John Edwards 4. Dennis Kucinich 5. Barack Obama  
· 6. Bill Richardson 

*Chris Dodd did not file with the State Board of Elections by the December 14, 5:00 pm 
deadline.* 
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                          Commentary by Hazel Rigby  
 
Hillary Clinton has received the endorsement of the Des Moines Register; a significant happening, a great win for her cam-
paign.     
 
Here’s why Hillary Clinton has my support:  In addition to being extremely bright and very well educated, she was ranked as 
one of the top 50 trial lawyers in the US in her short stint practicing law; she was selected to be a staff lawyer on the Nixon im-
peachment trial; she usually speaks without notes; she can rattle off names of countries and leaders without missing a beat; 
she is very well-known and respected abroad.  In fact, in India, I believe, they are building a building in her honor and naming it 
after her for her work championing the poor around the world.  Is it any wonder that I am comfortable making the statement 
that she is clearly the most qualified and experienced candidate running?  
 
There’s more:  For 30 years she has been an active participant in championing women's and children's causes.  A woman who 
went to the same schools as Hillary told me that Hillary was and is still the model for the girls who followed her.  She was the 
first student to attend one of the Seven Sister Schools -Vassar.  She was the first student ever at that time to be chosen – by 
her classmates - to give the graduation speech at Vassar.  
 
Most of her staff has been with her for 15 years.  A long-time staffer told us that she didn’t want to give up her job 
when she became pregnant and Hillary didn't want her to.  So after the baby was born Hillary identified a room as 
the baby’s.  She had Chelsea's crib placed in the room, allowing the staffer/mom to be close by. And the staffer's 
mother was provided a pass so she could tend the baby during work hours.   
 
Hillary Clinton's national headquarters is in Arlington, in the Ballston area.  The volunteer coordinator is Ron 
Schneider, a great guy who loves volunteers.  He can be reached at  rschneider@hillaryclinton.com, phone, 703-
875-1234.  Hillary’s website is, www.hillaryclinton.com.  Or, contact me for more information: hrigby@aol.com, 
phone 703-548-2422.   
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Judy Lowe and Friend—Congressman 
Jim Moran - recognizing her  contributions 
To the Alexandria Democratic Committee 

Karenna 
Decourcey makes a 
statement! 

Dennis Jones, center, 
becomes two-time win-
ner of the Best Baked 
Bean contest.  Flanked 
by Chair, Susan Kel-
lom and Chief Judge, 
Dick Hobson. 
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In addition to training and the Jefferson Jackson weekend events, VAYD is also applying to the Young Democrats of America 
State Partnership program to secure funding and resources for chapter building events; to help finance a campaign plan to target 
youth voters and hiring an Executive Director who would oversee the day-to-day operations of the Virginia Young Democrats 
and implement these exciting programs.   
 
We are actively seeking contributions to help with these projects.  If you are willing to help us, please visit our website at vayd.
org, or email our Treasurer Andrew Almand at treasurer@vayd.org.   
 
On behalf of the Virginia Young Democrats I’d like to thank the executive committee, members, and associate members of the 
Alexandria Democratic Committee for their continued support of young democrats.  Without the support of the party, we could 
not be successful in our programs to motivate youth.  From the bottom of my heart, thank you.  
 
Jen Bissett 
President, Virginia Young Democrats 
 
 
 
Counsel’s Corner 
A Matter of Loyalty 
              Opinion, by Jim Lay, ADC Counsel 
 
A federal appeals court recently threw Republicans a bone by deciding that the 11th Senatorial District Republican Committee 
could require participants in its primary to sign a loyalty pledge. The case has clear ramifications for Alexandria Democrats as 
well.  
 
The ruling stems from the decision of Republican Senator Stephen Martin to have his reelection decided by state-run primary. 
(Under Virginia law, an incumbent can decide the way in which he or she wishes to compete for the Party nomination.) Martin 
sent the Virginia State Board of Elections a letter in which he asked it to confirm that it would require a loyalty pledge, which 
limited eligible voters to those who would agree that they were Republicans. The Board balked, citing Virginia’s open primary 
law. Judge Henry Hudson sided with the Republicans and the Board Appealed. Recently the United States Court of Appeals for 
the Fourth Circuit affirmed Judge Hudson’s decision, concluding that the open primary law was unconstitutional as it applied to 
Senator Martin’s facts. Specifically, the appellate court agreed with the district court judge’s view that “the type of forced asso-
ciation caused by a mandatory open primary causes significant injury to the First Amendment Rights of a political party.” 
Reasonable people can disagree about the utility of a loyalty pledge. But I’m a big fan. Not only does it affirm our constitu-
tional right to associate freely with whom we choose, it has an equally important purpose which gets less attention but deserves 
equal reverence: I think it allows us to re-confirm our loyalty to each other.  
 
Our Party’s stated purpose is as follows: 

 
The Democratic Party of Virginia is committed to the goals of practicing fiscal responsibility, ensuring excel-
lence in education, making adequate infrastructure investments, preserving the social safety network, creat-
ing economic opportunity for all, and protecting our environment. We are dedicated to defending our consti-
tutionally established rights and freedoms 

 
I sign things all day long. Some of them mundane and some important. But none of the routine documents I sign seek 
to publicly demonstrate who I am as a person. When I sign a restaurant receipt, for example, I confirm that I intend to 
abide by a financial obligation. When I sign our loyalty pledge, I confirm who I am as a neighbor and a citizen. I con-
firm what’s in my head and in my heart. And I do this publicly and proudly for all to see. In no small part, with this 
simple gesture, I re-confirm my solidarity with those who share my values. 
 
For those friends and citizens who choose not to sign such a pledge, I respect their view as I must. But frankly, I 
choose not to associate with them politically. I’m happy to invite them to dinner, just not to my Party’s political nomi-
nation contest. For me it’s a matter of loyalty.  
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Sheriff Dana Lawhorne’s  2007  

Christmas Message : 

The Holiday season is a joyous time for our community.  
During this exciting period of the year, especially as we close out 
2007, we can note high marks for the Alexandria Sheriff’s Office. 

There have been many initiatives as we concentrate to 
provide the best services to the citizens of Alexandria and effec-
tively manage a $25 million budget in the coming year.     

Among our achievements have been: 

·     Reorganization of the executive/command staff 
for more effective leadership. 

·     Enhanced city law enforcement services with 
closer cooperation with the city police and fire de-
partments. 

·     Assignment and participation of each command 
staff member to city civic groups and organizations creating better communications. 

·     Increased media coverage. 
·     Creation of a Crisis Negotiation Unit. 
·     Creation of a K-9 bomb-sniffing unit.  
·     Expansion and increased presence of an inmate work detail throughout the city. 
·     Digital video recorders for most of the detention center cameras.  
·     Creation of Alexandria Sheriff’s Association for all employees. 
·     Establishment of an Educational Housing Unit. 
·     Inmate Transition team. 

Dana Lawhorne, Sheriff 
December 2007  

 
(Note:  Initiatives from the Sheriff’s Office, such as Inmate Work Detail, Educational Housing Unit, 

Transitional Team, and Advanced Patrol Training, will be detailed in upcoming newsletters.) 
 
 

 

Sarah Stott and  
JohnChapman, President,  
Alexandria Young  
Democrats, carry banner in 
George Washington Day 
Parade. 
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See Page 7 to Make Your Reservation and Contributio n………... 

Mayor Bill Euille and Former Governor Warner, 
Jefferson-Jackson Dinner 

Congressman Jim 
Moran and Former 
Governor Warner, Jef-
ferson-Jackson Dinner 

Congressman Jim Moran’s 
October 14 Town Hall 
Meeting  to discuss Iran. 
 
Photo courtesy Louise 
Krafft 

 

Notable Events of 2007 
in Review 
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Please mail this coupon to the Alexandria Democratic Committee, 618 North Washington Street, Ground Floor, Suite 2, Alexandria, VA 22314. 
For further information call the ADC office 703-549-3367.  Reservations are requested by January 5, 2007. 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_ 
Name(s) 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_ 
Address 
 
__________________________            ___________________________          __________________________________________________ 
Home Phone                                           Work Phone                                          Email 
 
_________________________________________________              __________________________________________________________ 
Occupation                                                                                            Employer 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_ 
Employer’s Address 
 
/   /    I (we) cannot attend the Wine and Cheese, but enclosed is ____________________ to help the AD C elect Democrats in 2007. 
 

 
Legislative Preview Wine and Cheese  

 
_____ Adults @$25.00            _____ Friend @ $50. 00 (1)      _____ Patron @ $75.00 (2)     _____ Ben efactor @ $100.00 (1) 

 
_____ Age 12 & under@free     _____ Students or Sen iors over 65@$15.00     _____ Adult YDs@$20.00 

 
_____________ Total for Wine and Cheese 

 
(Sodas and cookies will be provided for the younger  set.) 

 
AND….. 

 

ADC Leadership Circle Pledges  
 

 Pledges to the ADC Leadership Circle may be made i n any amount over $125.00 and may be paid monthly,  
 quarterly, semi-annually or annually. 

 
______$125: Member    ______$200:  Sponsors    ____ ______$300-$1000: Patron    ______ $1000 Benefactor  

 

Payment Option:  _____ Annual,  ______ Semi-Annual,   ______ Quarterly,  ______ Monthly 

 
Enclosed is ____________ for the Leadership Circle.  

 
Paid for & Authorized by the Alexandria Democratic Committee 

 
 
From left, 
Senator Patsy Ticer,  Senator 
Dick Saslaw,  Del. Adam 
Ebbin, Del. Brian Moran, 
Del. David Englin 
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Al e x a n d r i a  D e m o c r a t i c  
C o m m i t t e e   

Next Meeting of the Alexandria  
Democratic Committee: 
Monday, January 7, 2008 
8:00 PM 
Minnie Howard School 
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                             by Carolyn Cason 
1) Buy locally and organically grown produce. Other-
wise, it can take about a gallon of gas for 30 pounds of 
food shipped cross-country to reach your shopping cart. 
Alexandria City has the oldest outdoor farmer’s market 
in the United States.�
2) Buy shade-grown coffee www.cafecanopy.com, 
www.cafemam.com and chocolate www.
greenandblacks.com. Give economic incentives to pre-
serve rain-forest canopies.�
 3) Bring your own bag: American toss 100 billion plas-
tic shopping bags every year. (Whole Foods and Giant 
stores give 5 cents for every re-used bag.) �
4) Don't buy bottled water, which depletes watersheds 
and streams. Instead, filter tap water and carry in a reus-
able container. Nalgene's bottles are cleanable and recy-
clable www.nalgene-outdoor.com. �
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101     Ladrey Senior Bldg           Marjorie Niehaus        703.836.8038               niehausma@comcast.net 

102     City Hall                           Hazel & Ron Rigby     703-548-2422               hrigby@aol.com 

103     Lyles Crouch School        Vacant   

104     Durant Center                  Mark Feldheim            703-739-9772               mark.feldheim@verizon.net 

105     The Lee Center                PJ Palmer-Johnson      703.566.0856                drepj@aol.com 

106     Cora Kelly Rec Cen         Ed Walters                   703.863.3278               ed.walters@gmail.com               

107     Mt Vernon Rec Cen         Paul Cox                      571.332.6474               dragon2eden@gmail.com 

108     George Washington         Vacant                          

109     Fire Dept. HQ                   Marianne Anderson    703.548.0295                marianneanderson@verizon.net 

                                                    Trish Curran                 703.549.9064               pdclkg@msn.com 

 

201      Maury School                 Mark Schofield            703.517.7510               marklynnschofield@gmail.com 

202      George Mason School     Pat Butler                    703.549.0177                phbraven@msn.com 

203     Agudas Achim Cong.       Paul Friedman              703.671.3843               paulfriedman@comcast.net 

204      Blessed Sacrament          Barbara Brenman         703.548.9485               bbrenman@netzero.net 

205      MacArthur School           Dick Hobson                703.370.1858               rhobson@mcguirewoods.com 

206     Chinquapin Rec Cen        Bill Dickinson              703.370.3089               wdickin953@aol.com 

207     Temple Beth El                 Jack Sullivan              703.370.3039               jack.sullivan9@verizon.net 

208     NOVA Arts Center          Vacant  

209) James K. Polk School      Dorathea Peters            703.399-5654               doratheapeters@netzero.com 

210) St. James Church             Vacant 

 

302     St. Martin Rec Cen.          Dr. FJ Pepper               703.751.0770               fjpeppermd@aol.com  

303) Beatley Library                Jamal Awamleh          703.786.4198                jawamleh@msn.com 

                                                    Jacqueline Meeks        703.823.0961                jackiemeeks@comcast.net 

304     Tucker School                  Vacant 

305      John Adams School        Vacant 

306     William Ramsay Rec       Carolyn Herring           703.658.2305        cherringlaw@yahoo.com 

307     South Port Apartments     Libby Cooperman        703.370.9064         lcooperm@aacn.nche.edu 

308     Cameron Station              Derek Hyra                 703.751.2725         hyra.home1@verizon.net 

                 Authorized and Paid For by the Alexandria Democratic Committee 
 


