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Alexandria Democratic Committee

If you thought DelLay couldn’t stoop lower...

By Susan B. Kellom, ADC Chair

Over the years | have become
more and more convinced that
the real difference between
Democrats and Republicans is
that Republicans have no
shame about cynically manipu-
lating any issue for political or
personal gain. Itis my sincere
hope that the Terri Schiavo
case is the Republican Party’s
equivalent of “jumping the
shark.” Ever since a scene in
“Happy Days” where the Fonz
jumped over a shark while wa-
ter skiing, the term has come to
symbolize a desperate maneu-
ver to shore up a dying effort.

Congressman Jim Moran
and Fay Slotnick have both
eloquently expressed the feel-
ings of many of us on this issue
(see articles this issue). We
can only hope that the Ameri-
can people continue to see the
Congressional Republicans’
unconstitutional attempt to
circumvent the court decisions
in this matter for the contempti-
ble ploy that it was.

Molly Ivin, as usual, put it very
well: “l am indebted to the
blogger called Digby for the
following points: Those who
passed this bill are the same

politicians who want to outlaw
medical-malpractice suits like
the one that provided the care
for Schiavo for many years
while she was in "a persistent
vegetative state." They are the
same politicians who've just
finished changing bankruptcy
law so it's now much harder for
families hit by tragedies like
this one to get out from under
the staggering medical bills.
How dare they talk about mo-
rality?”

On Sunday, the unbelievable
hypocrisy of Tom Delay was

(CHAIR Continued on page 2)

Two events you’ll want on your calendar

May 21
Eighth District

Democratic Convention

Edison High School
5801 Franconia Road
Fairfax, VA
Registration 9:00 a.m.

Any registered voter in Alexandria who is
a Democrat may register and partici-
elect the 20
members of the Eighth District Commit-
tee and consider resolutions. For more
information contact Susan Kellom at

pate. The convention will

703-548-9273

June 19

ADC Jefferson-

Jackson Dinner

Hilton Alexandria Mark Center
5000 Seminary Road
Alexandria, VA

Reception 5:00 p.m.

Honored guest and keynote speaker
Tim Kaine will be joined by other De-
mocratic nominees. The ADC’s Grass-
roots Volunteer of the Year award will be
announced. Join the organizing commit-
tee or place a program ad by contacting

Fay Slotnick at 703-549-3367.




Our Deepest Fear...

is not that we are inadequate,
onr deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond measure.
It is our light, not our darkness that most frightens us.
onrselves, "Who am 1 to be brilliant, gorgeous, talented and fabulous?"
Actually, who are you not to be?

You are a child of God.
Your playing small does not serve the world.

, in Fairfax County. Regis-
n for the convention will
:ld from 9:00 AM until

J AM. Any registered voter
xandria who is a Democ-
ay register and participate

enlightened about shrinking so that other people won't feel insecure around you. > convention. The main

We were born to mafke manifest the glory of God within us.
1t is not just in some of us, it is in everyone.
And as we let our own light shine,
we unconscionsly give other people permission to do the same.
¢ liberated from our own fear, our presence antomatically liberates others.

- Marianne Williamson
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article for the May issue of the
newsletter.

At the April ADC meeting we
will be presenting the 2005
Precinct Operations Plan to the
entire membership. The plan
has already been circulated to
the Precinct Captains. The plan
is ambitious, hard-hitting and is
designed to be flexible. We
believe that the plan has the
elements to insure victory in
November and we want all
Precinct Captains and volun-
teers to fell free to offer sug-
gestions. During the first week
in April, we will begin Precinct
phoning and canvassing.
Please contact your precinct
captain if you can help.

As you all know, the City of
Alexandria is in the midst of the
Budget Process. We will set
aside 20 minutes at the April
ADC meeting for our own mini-
budget hearing. Individuals
who want to speak will have
one minute to offer advice to
City Council. If your comment
will take longer than that to
explain, please bring a hard
copy of your comments and we
will forward them to City Coun-
cil.

Yours in the fervent hope that
spring actually comes some-
time in this century.
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Government. Certainly, Terri
Schiavo's medical treatment is
not within the jurisdiction of
the Federal Legislature.

| was sickened to read the
following. "We ought to err on
the side of life in a case like
this," said White House spokes-
man Scott McClellan. Asked
about a bill that would cover a
single person, he said, "l think
most people recognize that this
case involves some extraordi-
nary circumstances." The only
thing extraordinary in this case
is the extent to which the gov-
ernment has interfered in a
personal matter. Even calling

By Fay Slotnick, ADC Deputy Chair for Finance & Administration

this a “Right to Privacy” issue
grossly understates the effect
of the intended intrusion. It
literally makes me short of
breath.

This is a tragedy. Thisis a
family matter. This is a per-
sonal crisis for Terri Schiavo’s
closest relatives. This is nei-
ther my business nor that of
the legislature. The courts
exist to hear such controversial
matters and to render the diffi-
cult decisions. The courts have
been enlisted and have de-
cided. Itis over!
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Cong. Moran addresses Schiavo matter on the floor

By James P. Moran, Virginia’s Eighth District Congressperson

Mr. Speaker, the most trau-
matic moment of my life was
when my mother died in my
arms. She had chosen not to
be dependent on a respirator
in a hospital but to die at home
with her family. These circum-
stances, or some variant of
them, occur eventually within
every family, and whether the
Federal Government has the
right to intervene in those pri-
vate tragedies is the issue
before us tonight.

| talked to Terri Schiavo’s
brother today, and then finding
what he said convincing, | read
through all of Mr. Schiavo’s
testimony and interviews. And
now | do not know who is right
and who is wrong. But that is
the point. Neither do my col-
leagues. But 10 courts have
heard from all sides, from
every relevant witness, and all
of them, 19 judges, many of
them conservative Republi-
cans, all have reached the
same conclusion, that in fact

Terri Schiavo’s husband's
wishes are consistent with his
wife's, that the feeding tube
should be removed.

| have never met, certainly
not examined, Ms. Schiavo; but
nor have any of the so-called
medical experts in this body
that have testified on the basis
of edited videotapes ever ex-
amined her either. But every
qualified doctor who has exam-
ined her has reached the same
conclusion: she is in a perpet-
ual vegetative state; she has
no cerebral cortex.

The reason this issue is be-
fore us, | think, is that it is all
about religion and politics. But
does not every religion teach,
first of all, that no human being
has the right to play God? And
is not one of the very first prin-
ciples of politics is that we
should not use individual hu-
man tragedies, people suffer-
ing in anguish, political pawns
to appease the interest groups
that keep us in power.

Mr. Speaker, the night that
this was brought up last week,
we also voted on a budget
resolution, and we decided to
cut tens of billions of dollars
out of the program that en-
ables the poorest and the sick-
est and the most dependent
among us throughout this
country to be able to live in a
dignified, safe and sanitary
nursing home. We decided to
cut that money. | did not agree
with cutting that money from
Medicaid, but | do agree we
have that right. We have the
right to cut taxes for the
wealthy, while we cut health
care for the poor. But we have
no legislative, constitutional
authority to intervene in these
very personal family matters,
and most importantly, we have
no moral right to be doing this
tonight.

Legislative Wrap-Up attracts many desserts & donations
By Fay Slotnick, ADC Deputy Chair for Finance & Administration

Big thanks to all who brought
in those delicious desserts and
participated in our Legislative
Dessert Party on 7 March
2005. Also thanks to our legis-
lators for their informational
and inspiring presentations.
The Legislative Dessert Party
was a huge success because
all of your efforts.

Thanks to all who volun-
teered throughout the event:
Liz Campbell, Shirley Cher-
kasky, Rossie Kelly, Jim
Lay, Kit Leider, Judy Lowe,
John Laychus, Hazel and
Ron Rigby, Claudia Waller,
John Wertman, and anyone
else we forgot.

Special thanks to those who
donated at the Cookie Monster

level and above.

Cookie Monster
John Ayers

David Drochilar
Mark S.Feldheim
Karen Hayes

John Irvine
Ann-Michelle Krawfsky
Judy Lowe

Laurie MacNamara
Richard M. Moose
Matthew Natale
Sam Ulm

Boyd Walker
Edward Walters
Christa Watters
Roger Wheeler
Justin Wilson

Chocoholic

Kathy Burns

Patrick Butler IlI
Bernie Cohen

Harlene Cullen Clayton
Canon John Frizzell
Bernard & Susan Kellom
David A. Kosar

John Laychus

Mary S. Lyman

Gene Mulligan

P. Andrew Riley

David Speck

Decadent Devourer
of Desserts
Hon. Rob Krupicka
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15 not that we are madequate,
onr deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond measure.
It is onr light, not onr darkness that most frightens us.

e gnBook Club reads His Excellency: George Washington
707 By Peter Schumaier, ADC Member

ourselye

“Go. The ADC Book Club will meet In April, the club will read and from his military years
* seryApril 20th at 7:30 pm at La discuss Joseph Ellis’ latest through his two terms as
. Madeleine in Old Town (500 book, His Excellency: George president. Ellis illuminates
enlighte e King Street). The ADC Book " Iwashington. the difficulties the first ex-
We w ZlorClub meets ten times a year on Drawing from the newly ecutive confronted as he
i 75 the third Wednesday of the catalogued Washington pa- worked to keep the emerging
Ji /gmonth at the same time and pers at the University of Vir- country united in the face of
“710cation. For more information ginia, Joseph Ellis paints a adversarial factions.
we unc ‘VminIease contact Peter Schu- full portrait of George Wash-
o liberat sencémaier at 703-549-3204. ington's life and career --

- Marianne Williamson

Mayor and Council drop tax rate to 50-year low

For more information The Alexandria City Council est Council can consider during 2006, an 8.2 percent increase.

b|u1 on Alexandria’s budget visit voted March 22 to advertise an this budget process, however, As part of that All Funds
www.alexandriava.gov,/ ordinance to establish the real Z'J-<gCouncil can consider a lower budget, he proposed a

- - and personal property tax rates real estate tax rate. $471million General Fund
of the budget saticfor the proposed FY2006 {re . Mayor William D. Euille operating budget for FY2006,
rom being ciassiicu manianan needdoudget. The budget will be the rey noted that the Council has an increase of 8.7 percent over
y. We may disagree or face the hungesubject of a public hearing on heard from many residents the FY2005 General Fund
vethods but | do be- ists at home. All April 4th and the proposed tax Dé7.concerned about the rising tax budget.
President puts forth must be discusserates are scheduled for adop- ” abills and said Council must be The City Manager’s proposed
s because he be- bated so that evetion by Council on May 2. The a “responsive and responsible 4-cent tax reduction to $95.5
is working in the best voice and everyo Council voted tonight to adver- f Zfiduciary” when setting a tax cents was the largest tax rate
of all Americans. We No idea should btise the proposed real estate ’ rate that will provide substan- reduction proposed by the City
- strive to make poli- and no vote is to tax rate at $.915 per $100 of d”étial tax relief to homeowners as Manager in 15 years. The 4-
ne of statesmen (and granted if we areassessed valuation, which is 4 £y cwell as ensure the continued cent proposed reduction (an
men). We must return elections. cents less than the City Man- y quality of public services. now the 8-cent proposed re-
/s were we both fight Lastly, we mustager proposed earlier this as6  plexandria City Manager duction) if approved, would be
liefs but, at the end the next generatimonth and 8 cents less than  ;» yJames K. Hartmann on March the lowest tax rate in Alexan-
/, shake hands and We must give thcthe current real estate tax rate., ] 8 proposed a $565.7 million dria in more than 50-years.
ankful for the great- lead us in the futThis advertised rate is the high-€4 'All Funds budget for Fiscal Year
ur democracy. necessary to becuiiic cven reLr€dl iniu aavarie.
e must sit down and more effective at leading our
a real BLUEprint for great commonwealth.
This plan of action I know that any BLUEprint is Franklin Delano Roosevelt
ak to the beliefs of all not written in stone. Like our AMwrh A 1022

andourhopes for - Constitution, It STA G member protects legacy from Bush’s wrecking crew

. Our hopes should and speak to the

1 developing eco- generation it represents. But,

‘responsible pro- it is important the  If you've wondered why fellow At that event, Scott's boss, Preserve Social Security and

at will assist all Virgini-  document as ourADC member Scott Frey has former Congresswoman Bar- Medicare is actively seeking
lizing the endless the electorate. Itbeen a little scarce of late, it bara Kennelly (D-CT), deliv- Washington area volunteers of
es of the American document that aimay not come as a surprise ered stirring praise of our Con- all ages to participate in pro-
hese economically fears and rejoicethat his day job as Senior Pol- gressman's staunch opposition  Social Security/anti-

le programs should hopes. It must bijcy Advisor to the President of the President's plans to dis- privatization events on Capitol
real investment in that speaks to ththe National Committee to mantle Social Security through Hill.

1, anti-gentrification we believe in ancPreserve Social Security and privatization. If you can help, or have a

s, and increased things we are agiMedicare is consuming a bit Scott would like all to know story to tell about the value of
or small businesses. important that wimore of his time this year. he's working overtime to pre- Social Security in your own life,
LUEprint for Virginia Democrats are tfPerhaps you caught a glimpse serve FDR's great legacy for you may give Scott at call at

t be limited to the can really provideof him at Congressman Jim our children, and hopes to be 202-216-0420.

nt. Our BLUEprint for America and {Meran's February 7th town back in the ADC fold real soon.

ress the needs of the ~ Community.”  hall meeting. The National Committee to

ommunity.” We must
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What being a member of the ADC means to me
By Pat Butler, ADC George Mason Precinct Captain

To be a member of the Alex-
andria Democratic Committee
is to assume the responsibility
of working on behalf of the
Democratic Committee and the
Democratic Party on a year-
round basis: to represent the
party in and to the public; to
contribute to the party through

donation of whatever re-
sources (time, effort, ideas,
money, etc.) one is able to
give; to actively participate in
the programs of the Committee
and the Party on a year round
basis (not just during the cam-
paigns); to commit to working
for the party at whatever tasks

are needed; to provide leader-
ship in party activities and
programs as appropriate, par-
ticularly in one’s home pre-
cinct; and to be a good citizen
in Alexandria, Virginia, and the
United States.

Candidates in 45th submit 100-word statements

Laura Mandala
45th District

Laura Mandala pledges to
apply business skills to the
business of government. “As
the only small business owner
in this race for delegate, | bring
a unique and important skill set
to the job. Governor Warner
has shown how effective a
business background can be
for Virginia.” Laura is a market
research consultant whose
clients have included Marriott,
Intel, and Marketing General.
She has been active in the
Alexandria Chamber, League of

Women Voters and Leadership
Alexandria. She teaches MBA
students in the McDonough
School of Business at George-
town University and completing
a PhD program at Northwestern
University.

Elsie Mosqueda
45th District

Elsie Mosqueda officially
kicked off her campaign on
March 13, 2005. At the event,
Elsie welcomed Delegates
Brian Moran, Kris Amundson,
and Mark Sickles, Alexandria
City Councilman Paul Smed-

berg, and former-Delegate
Karen Darner. Several commu-
nity leaders have backed
Mosqueda’s candidacy, includ-
ing Reverend John Hortum,
Phillip Vasquez, and Alexandria
School Board Member Gwen
Lewis. For an ever-growing list
of Northern Virginians who are
supporting Elsie on Primary
Day—June 14, 2005—click on
‘TeamElsie’ at
www.ElsieMosqueda.com. To
volunteer, call (703) 684-4550
or visit Elsie’s HQ at 1522 King
Street.

Kaine to attend local young professionals event Apr. 13
By Greg Roberts, ADC Deputy Chair for Precinct Operations—West

Lt. Governor Tim Kaine will
greet young professionals at an
fundraiser organized by Alexan-
dria and Arlington activists
April 13th at 5:00 p.m. at
Southside Restaurant at 815
South Washington Street in Old
Town Alexandria.

Hosts Craig Fifer, Dominic
Gabello, Eric Howell, Jon

Kelley, Sean Kumar, Greg
Lane, Alfonso Lopez, S.
Clark Mercer, Greg Roberts,
Todd Ruopp, Bryan Spoon,
and John Wertman organized
the event to increase aware-
ness of Kaine’s gubernatorial
bid among this crucial demo-
graphic segment.

Tickets are $35 for young

professionals (35 years old
and younger) and $50 or more
for the young at heart. You can
register and pay online at
www.Kaine2005.org.

Additional hosts are welcome
and must raise $500 or more.
Contact Greg Roberts at 703-
861-2273 for more informa-
tion.

ADC members are going places and doing things

Patrick Butler

Pat Butler was recently
elected Vice-Chair of the Vir-
ginia Board of Historic Re-
sources, which is a Governor's
appointed board that deals

with issues facing the Depart-
ment, including the approval of
nominations for the Virginia
Historic Register, easements,
highway markers, and Depart-
ment of Historic Resources

policy issues. He has been a
member of that Board since
2002 when Governor Mark
Warner appointed him.
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Our Deepest Fear...

is not that we are inadequate,
onr deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond measure.
It is our light, not our darkness that most frightens us.

onrselves, "Who am 1 to be brilliant, gorgeous, talented and fabulous?"

Actually, who are you not to be? sor

You are a child of God.

Your playing small does not serve the world.

day, April 4

enlightened abont shrinking so that other peaple won't feel insecure around yon. ) PM

We were born to mafke manifest the glory of God within us.
1t is not just in some of us, it is in everyone.
And as we let our own light shine,
we unconscionsly give other people permission to do the same.
¢ liberated from our own fear, our presence antomatically liberates others.
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Tim Kaine Young Pro-
fessionals Event at
Southside, 815 S. Wash-
ington St. Free food and
a cash bar. YDs $35.00
and young at heart only
$50.00. Contact Greg
Roberts at pyra-
musl12@yahoo.com or
703-861-2273 for more
information.

Wednesday, April 20
7:30 pm

The Democratic Book
Club will meet at Le
Madeleine, 500 King St
to discuss “George Wash-
ington” by Joseph Ellis.
All are welcome. Call Pe-
ter Schumaier,
703.549.3204 if you
have questions.

Monday, May 2

8:00 pm

Alexandria Democratic
Committee meeting at
Minnie Howard School,
3801 W Braddock Rd. If
you are a Committee
member and you cannot
attend, please notify the
Committee Clerk, Mary
Lyman by calling her on
703.845.1510 or email
MSLyman®@verizon.net.
Information:
703.549.3367.
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Grassroots Volunteer of the Year Award Nomination

At each Jefferson-Jackson Dinner the Alexandria Democratic Committee hon-
ors its best volunteer by sifting through nominations to name the Grassroots
Volunteer of the Year. Tell us about who you think deserves this honor. Com-
plete the form below and submit it by April May 1st to: Alexandria Democratic
Committee, 618 N. Washington Street, Ground Floor, Alexandria, VA 22314.

Name

Address

City, State Zip + 4

Phone

Office Phone

E-mail

Award Nominee’s Name

What are the ways in which this person qualifies for the award? (Add pages if necessary)
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Actually, who are you not to be?

You are a child of God.
Your playing small does not serve the world.
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We were born to mafke manifest the glory of God within us.
1t is not just in some of us, it is in everyone.
And as we let our own light shine,
we unconscionsly give other people permission to do the same.

¢ liberated from our own fear, our presence antomatically liberates others.

- Marianne Williamson
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""T'his great Nation will
endure as it has endured,
will revive and will

VV VYV Vv

of the President but
rom being classified
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=—be willing to satisfy the hu-
manitarian needs of the world

N avNa

y. We may disagree
1ethods but | do be-
President puts forth
s because he be-

is working in the best g

or face the hunger of extrem-
ists at home. All of these ideas
must be discussed and de-
we bated so that everyone has a
voice and everyone has a vote.

of all Americans. We Ce€r No idea should be dismissed

- strive to make poli-

ne of statesmen (and

e lirand no vote is to be taken for
granted if we are to win future

men). We must returnsOlelections.

ADC to he

ind outorc

prosper. So, first of all,

let me assert my firm

belief that the only thing

we have to fear is fear
itself-nameless,

unreasoning, unjustified

e by electing Democrats. Not sure of your

1S

/S were we both fight Lastly, we must start training officer ) ecinct Captain Phone # Email Address
liefs but, at the end the next generation of leaders. terror which paralyzes arjorie Niehaus ~ 703.836.8038  nichausma@comcast.net
/, shake hands and We must give those who will 1zel & Ron Rigby ~ 703-548-2422  hrigby@aol.com

ankful for the great-
ur democracy.

e must sit down and
a real BLUEprint for
This plan of action

ak to the beliefs of all

> and our hopes for

lead us in the future the tools
necessary to become even
more effective at leading our
great commonwealth.

I know that any BLUEprint is
not written in stone. Like our
s—w.Constitution, it should be fluid

tratic

L.net

r

needed efforts to convert

retreat into advance."

Franklin Delano Roosevelt

cant

yd Walker
Palmer-Johnson
ith Brannigan
1ss Davis

March 4, 1933 ayna engiin

wdrah Stott

Please volunteer
703.683.0067
703.566.0856
703.535.8813
703.836.3215
703.549.0569
703.519.5245

boydwalker@hotmail.com
drepj@aol.com
naginnarb2002@yahoo.com

gwdems@mac.com
sstott@comcast.net

. Our hopes should and speak to the needs of the >ds.com Uwrm mmpmmmn ;

1 developing eco- generation it represents. But, 201 Maury School John Ates 703.299.0442 kjates@comcast.net

‘responsible pro- it is important that we use this itor 202 George Mason School Pat Butler 703.549.0177 phbraven@msn.com

3t will assist all Virgini— document as our love letter to 203 Agudas Achim Cong. Paul Friedman 703.671.3843 paulfriedman@comcast.net

lizing the endless s—Eathe electorate. It must be a 204 Blessed Sacrament Barbara Brenman  703.548.9485 bbrenman@netzero.net

es of the American document that addresses our 1 Chal 205 MacArthur School Dick Hobson 703.370.1858 rhobson@mcguirewoods.com

3 air

hese economically fears and rejoices in our 206 Chinquapin Rec Cen  Vacant Please volunteer

le programs should hopes. It must be a document 207 Temple Beth El Jack Sullivan 703.370.3039 jack.sullivan9@verizon.net

real investment in that speaks to the things that °m 208 NOVA Arts Center Vacant Please volunteer

1, anti-gentrification we believe in and not just the i 301 James K. Polk School ~Dorathea Peters ~ 703.751.5054  doratheapeters@aol.com

s, and increased t  things we are against. Itis 302 St Martin Rec Cen.  Dr. FJ Pepper 703-751-0770  fipeppermd@aol.com

or Sma_” bfusm§s§e_s. important that we show that Charles Howe 703-212-4812 cmhowe@patriot.net

I;:L;)Eplrijt OCI‘ E/Irtgl':ma DemOCf‘lélitS are,éhe{fnez Wht(]), 303 Beatley Library Joelle Jordan 703.998.0148 joellejordan@comcast.net

L b€ limited to the can really provide "Leadersnip yems Liaison 304 Tucker School VACANT Please volunteer

nt. Our BLUEprint st for America and the Global )

Ly 305 John Adams School John Frizzell 703.671.7610

ress the needs of the Commumty' >tmail.com 306 Willi R R Lisa Walk 571-228-1646 i Ikup@yah

ommunity.” We must . iliam Ramsay Rec isa Walkup -228- isawalkup@yahoo.com
307 South Port Apartments Libby Cooperman 703.370.9064  Icooperm@aacn.nche.edu



