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Dear Alexandria Democrats: 
 
I am absolutely convinced that somebody crammed about a year's worth of political events 
into the month of January.  And whoever did it did not bother to give us a year's worth of 
sleep to help us get through the endless month.  The ebb and flow of the 46th House of 
Delegates' District Special Election and Recount, the Inauguration and the City Council 
Caucus kept us all jumping.    
 
Like you, I am still basking in the feeling that our country is back on the right track with 
Barack Obama  as our President.  The positive actions of the past two weeks are proof that 
our prodigious efforts to elect him President will result in a better life for all Americans – and 
in a better America.  An America where the rule of law and justice are again respected.  An 
America where women will receive equal pay for equal work.  An America where those who 
would manipulate our economy will be held accountable.  An America that will make us 
proud. 
 
Inaugural Day  itself was an intensely personal experience.  I have heard so many touching 
stories of camaraderie among strangers, of unexpected kindness and of just plain elation.  
As it turned out, I ended up on Market Square rather than the Mall – and I'm glad I did.  
Mayor Bill Euille  arranged for private contributions to pay for a JumboTron at Market 
Square  to bring the Inauguration to us.  The Square was full to overflowing with jubilant Al-
exandrians.  Many of them told me that they had physical limitations which prevented them 
from going to the Mall or that they were concerned about taking children into the frenzy.  
 
At our Alexandria Inaugural Dinner-Dance  at the Hilton Mark Center, almost 200 of us 
celebrated with marvelous food, fantastic music and wonderful company.  Most of us had 
thawed out by then. 
 
Election Day is usually the end of the Election, but Delegate Charniele Herring  faced a 
recount after the January 13th Special Election for the House of Delegates.  Charniele 
stayed in Richmond, a dignified reminder that the Republican majority unconscionably re-
fused to seat a Delegate who had a valid Certificate of Election from the Virginia State 
Board of Elections, while her attorneys and I were in court on January 21st and 26th.  As we 
predicted, not one single vote was changed, and Charniele was finally permitted to begin 
serving the people of the 46th District. 
 
At 5:00 PM on January 2nd, we learned that we would have to hold a Caucus on January 
31st for members of the Alexandria City Council .  The seven candidates immediately be-
gan the difficult task of trying to schedule campaign kick offs, meetings and GOTV activities 
around the already planned special election and Inaugural events.  The Candidates' Forum 
on January 22nd was well attended and demonstrated that all of our seven candidates 
would make outstanding members of City Council.  By the close of the Caucus on Saturday 
evening, more than 100 members of the Democratic community had volunteered to help at 
the Early Voting or the Caucus, and 2068 of you had taken the time to vote.   

I want to especially thank the member of the ADC Executive Committee  for their outstanding work in planning and execut-
ing the Caucus.  The Democratic members of the Alexandria Electoral Board (Secretary Anna Leider  and Member Peter 
Newbould ), Alexandria Registrar Tom Parkins  and Elections Administrator Eric Spicer  were instrumental in the success of 
the Caucus. 
 
The Caucus results were:  Rob Krupicka  – 1595; Paul Smedberg  – 1573; Justin Wilson  – 1537; Tim Lovain  – 1516; 
Kerry Donley  – 1471; Del Pepper  – 1400; and Boyd Walker  – 800.  We congratulate our slate and we know that Boyd will 
continue to be an Alexandria activist. 
                                                                                                                                ... continued on page 6 
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 PJ Palmer-Johnson , got on the Metro at King St. at 8am and after many starts and stops of the train and 
changes in where Metro would permit her to disembark, she got off the Metro close to where she wanted to be at 
about 11:00.   
 
During those three hours, she sat next to a young woman with whom she struck up a conversation and shared 
comments and commiserations, some of which had to do with PJ’s Blue ticket good for standing room and some 
of which was about the young woman’s chagrin over her friend backing out and not coming with her. 
 
They got off the Metro together and PJ learned that the Blue section had been closed!  The woman was still next 
to PJ and she said, “come with me.”  PJ protested and the woman said, “You need a ticket so you can see the In-
auguration you worked for and hoped for, and I need a friend to be with during the swearing-in, so come with me.”  
PJ finally did, and from that point on, the woman adroitly got through every security check-in; the security people 
would wave her in; she would point to PJ and say, “she’s with me” and they would wave PJ in, until the two of 
them ended up in a seated section where they could see the President-elect walk in and see everything else per-
fectly.  PJ was thrilled and grateful.  Who was the young woman?  Here’s PJ’s answer, “I don’t know; her name 
was Adriana, she was Brazilian and beautiful, and she had some diplomatic connections.”  Moral:  It never hurts to 
strike up a conversation with your Metro seatmate!        
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    Photos courtesy of M. Anderson, C. Cason, P. Friedman 

Paul Friedman reports: “I had an incredible time at the Inauguration, starting at 10 pm the night before and ending 
about 3 am the night of the Inauguration. Thanks to my well-connected brothers who were in town from New York, 
I met many entertainment-world celebrities. On my way to watch the Inauguration, I walked with a bunch of them, 
including Anne Hathaway, and I also attended the Huffington Post Ball where Sting (actually a family friend) and 
many others performed. My wife Lori and I also attended the Alexandria Democratic Committee Inauguration gala 
and had a great time. 
 
Having worked for Barack Obama to become President from November 2007 forward, and now being able to 
share the Inauguration experience with my brothers, with Creative Coalition people, and with friends of the ADC, it 
was a truly emotional day that I will never forget.” 

An inside look at Inauguration Day in Alexandria on page  4 
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After a close-margin win, and a recount that yielded exactly the same result as the original election result, 46th 
District Delegate Herring was sworn in and seated in the Virginia House of Delegates.  Here is her first report: 
 
“I want to tell you the good news - on Monday, I was sworn in as the newest member of the Virginia House of 
Delegates.  I am excited about continuing to work for the constituents of the 46th District. Immediately upon my 
swearing in, Speaker Howell assigned me to the Courts of Justice and the Militia, Police and Public Safety  
committees.  
 
One my first acts was to sign on as a co-patron of Delegate David Englin's middle-class tax relief bill, HB 2588, 
which provides financial relief to hard-working Virginians. I am proud to be working with Delegate Englin to ease 
the burden families are facing in these troubled economic times.  
 
The Courts of Justice committee is one of the busiest committees in the House, but I have enjoyed putting my  
legal expertise to work. On Friday morning in the Militia, Police and Public Safety committee we heard several bills 
regarding registration of sex offenders and changes to the Code regarding punishments for crimes against chil-
dren.  My many years as an advocate for children and victims of sexual violence have proven to be hugely benefi-
cial in voting on these important measures to protect our children from predators. 
 
As always, please contact my office any time with your questions, comments, or  
concerns at DelCHerring@house.virginia.gov or call me at (804) 698-1046.  
I look forward to hearing from you.” 
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 and the winner is... 

Each year, just before the Virginia legislators go off to Richmond 
for their general session, the Alexandria Democratic Committee 
hosts a reception and “preview” session so that members and 
friends are able to learn “what’s hot and what’s not”  for the up-
coming legislative session. On Sunday evening, January 5, the 
preview was held at The Lyceum. 

Brian Moran, ADC members and 
friends  

From left, Susan Kellom, ADC Chair; Sen. Patsy 
Ticer, Del. Adam Ebbin (49th); Del. David Englin 
(45th);  soon-to-be Del. Charniele Herring (46th) 

%%%���
����
�	��
&��'
�	
"�#�
$�
�
(�	��#���)
	�
�� �


!��������#�
�����	� �
 
Learn the good and the not-so-good news from Richmond in the sweetest way possible.  The April 6 meeting  
of the ADC is designated the Legislative Wrap Up and Dessert Party .  Find out what bills passed and what bills 
didn’t while enjoying all the chocolate and dessert items brought by ADC members and friends.  
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I had the best seat in the house on Inauguration Day. I know lots of people who endured the cold 
weather, who walked across the bridges to the Mall, who wanted to drink in the historic moment at the 
Capitol. 
 
In my case, I was able to sit in Alexandria’s Emergency Operations Center and watch the handiwork of 
the city’s excellent team. They were terrific, viewing every bridge, paying attention to every blurb for am-
bulance calls, watching the city’s sheriffs, police and fire departments in action.   

It was exciting to see the events of the day unfold on a big screen in the Emergency Ops Center where it was 
warm and friendly. Jim Hartmann, the city manager, Jim Hartmann, an unsung hero, organized the operation and 
Mark Penn, the fire department’s emergency management coordinator, directed the effort. Ashley Ehrhart, the 
city’s fire department emergency management planner was looking over everything and the city’s communications 
team, headed by Tony Castrilli, with Andrea Blackford and Mike Sherman broadcast necessary information.  Oth-
ers were there, too, ever on the ready for their respective departments. 
 
Unfortunately, citizens didn’t see all this action. But, Alexandrians were in good hands on that meaningful day.   
Not only did the city’s police and sheriff’s office provide law enforcement support for the Secret Service and Met-
ropolitan Police, they were visible on hand throughout Alexandria. It was an incredible public safety procedure. 
Everyone knows no arrests were made in the Nation’s Capital.  In Alexandria, all was well throughout, even at the 
Metro stations and on the rails. No one expected that day to be a crime-free, incident-free day. But in 
credibly, it was. 
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On Thursday, January 22, at the Forum, seven candidates for city council presented ideas and solutions that 
showed their depth of knowledge, their involvement and their commitment to the City of Alexandria.   They an-
swered questions and brought forward issues that reflected their thoughts and goals for keeping our city 
vibrant.  Former council member David Speck moderated the Forum. 
 
 Kerry Donley, Rob Krupicka, Tim Lovain, Del Pepper. Paul Smedberg, Boyd Walker, and Justin Wilson spoke 
about attracting new business to Alexandria, redeveloping Landmark Mall, what the Federal stimulus bill means 
for Alexandria, obtaining grants for retraining workers for “green” construction jobs, encouraging small business 
to come to Alexandria and to stay here, offering $50,000 grants for small business, creating mixed-use communi-
ties and much more.   
 
The audience of between 130 and 150 people got the benefit of the candidates’ thoughtful, knowledgeable  
responses to questions and an affirmation of the high quality of leadership in our city.   
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Alexandria’s Mayor and six city council members will be elected on Tuesday, May 5, 2009 . 
 
Democratic Mayor Bill Euille is unopposed and the slate of six Democratic city council  
candidates for the six places on the council were nominated in the caucus of January 31, 
2009. 
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Anna Leider who was appointed to a third three-year term on the Alexandria Electoral Board.  
Her term begins on March 1, 2009 and ends on February 29, 2012. 
 
Mark Feldheim who was elected to the position of Deputy Chair for Finance and Administra-
tion, of the Alexandria Democratic Committee.   
 
             Mark comments, “I sincerely enjoyed my position as Leadership Circle Chair and hope 
that I have helped everyone understand the importance of the fund in keeping the office open, 
staffed, and accessible. Please continue to do whatever you can to keep the office open. As for 
my new duties, I have much to learn but thanks to Julie Jakopic’s insight and assistance I am 
confident that I can keep us moving in the right direction. A special thanks to everyone who 
helped make our ADC Inaugural gala such a special evening!” 
  

������������
���������
����������



From Brian Moran’s  campaign office: 
�
 Thanks to everyone who took petition pages for Brian Moran at the January Alexandria Democratic Committee 
meeting.    Brian has been traveling the Commonwealth picking up support all over our great state.  In addition, 
this past month we held our first grassroots kick-off meeting, launched a new website and Brian rolled out his 
“Green Virginia” plan to protect our environment and build a 21st century energy economy – check them out at 
BrianMoran.com. 
  
For anyone who took petition pages, we ask that you turn them in as soon as possible. There are two ways to  
turn them in:  1. Give them to the person from Brian’s campaign who will be asking for them at the February ADC 
meeting,  or 2. Drop them off at our office – 4154 Duke Street - if that is convenient for you.   Either way, we  
appreciate your help.   
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Julienne Uhlich who is coordinating the petition  
process at Julienne.Uhlich@brianmoran.com or 703-370-3770.   
 
In addition, we will be running phone banks out of our office Monday – Thursday from 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm and on 
Saturdays from 11:00 am until 8:00 pm and Sundays 1:00 pm until 6:00 pm.  To sign up for a phone bank or learn 
more about the campaign, visit www.BrianMoran.com or come on by our office at one of those times.  If you are 
willing to volunteer for Brian Moran for Governor, please email volunteer@brianmoran.com. 
Many thanks again, 

Dominic Gabello 
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Tips for Fighting Winter’s Chill (and Your Energy B ills)      

            1. Adjust temperatures. Move your thermostat back four degrees and save about $18 a month. 
Buy a programmable thermostat and it will pay for itself in no time.  Save $50 per year and set your wa-
ter heater to no higher than 120 degrees. 

            2. Replace furnace filters. A dirty furnace filter blocks air flow, making your system work 
harder. Buy a new filter and save $50 to $100 in the next year. This also protects your system from pre-
mature, and costly, repairs.  

            3. Use Compact Fluorescent Lights (CFLs). Lighting accounts for about 20% of your home elec-
tric bill. Switching to CFLs is a "win-win." CFLs last about 10 times as long as incandescent light bulbs 
and are much more energy efficient. They pay for themselves in a few months and the rest of the savings 
goes in your pocket. 

            4. Look for the Energy Star label when buying appliances. The refrigerator is one of the most 
wasteful energy-users in the home.  For info, visit http://www.energystar.gov.  

            5. Insulate. Homeowners can save up to $35 a month by adding insulation to their attics. Other 
areas to insulate: ductwork, pipes and the hot water storage tank. Start with the top of the home and 
work your way down.  

            6. Get rid of drafts. Tiny leaks add up! Proper caulking, weather-stripping and insulation can re-
duce your heating costs by up to 20%.  

            7. Take advantage of tax credits. In October, many tax incentives for energy-efficient purchases 
were extended for 2009 and can add up to a savings of $500.  Visit http://www.energytaxincentives.org. 

            8. Stop wasting energy. Really look at everything you do in your life, all the ways you spend 
time and money. Close off vents in rooms you don't frequently occupy, use the microwave instead of the 
oven when you can, do some of your laundry in cold water, and unplug appliances you don't use instead 
of letting them run on standby power. 
                                                                        (Sources: Washington Post, Pepco, Alliance to Save Energy, Dept. of Energy) 
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ADC Chair’s Message, continued from page 1 
 
To all of you who worked so hard on so many important activities this month – THANK YOU! 
 
To the political fates that control our futures – please give us a break for a month or two.  We are tired.  Happy, 
but tired. 
 
��������		
� �
Chair 
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 by Marianne Anderson 

It’s hometown parade time again!  This is a call for you hardy, dedicated, Alexandria Dems to come out and 
march (or rather, walk slowly, as is really the case) for your candidates and for the Democratic Party.   
 
The date is, Monday, February 16, President’s Day; the parade time is 1:00 to 3:00 pm; the parade route is from 
Wilkes to St. Asaph to Queen to Royal to Fairfax and back to Gibbon.  Go to the Washington Birthday website at 
www.washingtonbirthday.net and click on parade.  Also note other events of the day shown at that website. 
 
Join us.  It’s too enjoyable an experience to pass up.  You’ll be glad you did.  We will assemble at 417 S. Royal 
St. at 1:00.  Call or email the Alexandria Democratic Committee office to say, “I will walk with you.”  Phone, 703-
549-3367 or email to office@alexdems.org.       
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Following a long-standing tradition, the ADC is publicizing the Hexagon 2009 show, for three reasons:  it’s a great 
show, it’s for a good cause (a different one each year; this year it benefits Rebuilding Together of Washington DC 
(www.rebuildingtogetherdc.org) and, thirdly, our own Libby Cooperman, Precinct Captain of #307, Southport, is a 
proponent of Hexagon.   
 
Here’s how Hexagon describes itself:  “We are musical, we are satirical, we are theatrical.  We are Hexagon.  Oh, 
and proceeds go to area charities.  Every year, for more than 50 years, this nonprofit has put on Washington’s 
only all-original revue of its kind—with more than $3.5 million donated to 40+ organizations.  Our all-volunteer 
membership makes up the cast, crew, orchestra, front of house and production team.  We even write our own 
material.  Our mission is to use theatrical arts to help improve the lives of others within our community. 
 
New location for the 2009 show:  The Burke Theatre inside the Naval Heritage Center at The Navy Memorial,  
701 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Washington, DC, where all seats are good seats and the theatre is easily reached 
by Metro (yellow and Green Lines). 
 
The political, satirical, musical comedy revue opens March 6 (Preview March 5) and runs Wednesday-Sunday 
through April 4, 2009.  Tickets are $30.  Evening performances begin at 8:00 pm and Sunday matinees begin at 
2:30 pm. 
 
To learn more or order tickets, go to www.hexagon.org or call 202-333-show for more information. 

Need information about candidate and/or community events?  Two great  sources are  
 
             1.  The ADC Calendar, e-published every Monday and Thursday 
                          to inquire or submit items, go to calendar@alexdems.org  
 
             2.  The ADC website at www.alexdems.org.   
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Al e x a n d r i a  D e m o c r a t i c  
C o m m i t t e e   

Chair: 
Susan B. Kellom   SusanBKellom@aol.com 
 
Deputy Chair for Finance & Administration 
Mark Feldheim     mark.feldheim@verizon.net 
 
Deputy Chair for Precinct Operations – East 
Matt Harris     matsharris@hotmail.com  
 
Deputy Chair for Precinct Operations – West 
John Irvine     john@tugboatpr.com 
 
Clerk 
Mary Lyman   mslyman@verizon.net 
 
Treasurer 
Elisabeth Campbell   campfair@comcast.net 
 
Public Information Officer  Marianne Anderson    
         marianneanderson@verizon.net 
 
Technology Officer 
Holly Wallace   hjw@radix.net 
 
Resolutions Officer 
Richard R.G. Hobson   
rhobson@mcguirewoods.com 
 
Community Outreach Officers 
Diana Bedoya   dbedoya67@yahoo.com 
John Chapman   j.taylor.chapman@gmail.com 
 
Volunteer Coordinators 
Amanda Ruff  amanda.ruff@verizon.net 
Scott Price   saprice@vhtp.org 
 
Leadership Circle—Position vacant 
 
Parliamentarian 
Craig Fifer   craig@fifer.net 
 
Legal Counsel 
Jim Lay   jim@laymoore.com 
 
Young Democrats Liaison  
Georgina Owino  georginaowino@gmail.com 
 
Immediate Past Chair 
Paul Smedberg  SmedbergPC@aol.com 

Precinct Operations East:  Matt Harris, 703-549-796 5,  matsharris@hotmail.com 

Pct.  Name                            Precinct Capt ain    Phone #                   Email address 

101 Ladrey Senior Bldg        Ron Lafond              703-586-2145           rdlafond@gmail.com    

102 City Hall                         Hazel & Ron Rigby   703-548-2422          hrigby@aol.com 

103 Lyles Crouch School     Karen Hayes             703-549-1236          nmsdkh@aol.com       

                                                                                                      

104 Durant Center                Mark Feldheim          703-739-9772          mark.feldheim@verizon.net 

105   The Lee Center             PJ Palmer-Johnson  703-566-0856          drepj@aol.com 

106 Cora Kelly Rec Center   Ed Walters                703-863-3278          ed.walters@gmail.com                   

107 Mt. Vernon Rec Center Paul Cox                    571-332-6474          dragon2eden@gmail.com 

108   Geo.Washington Sch.  Tania Blagrove           703.519.7973          tania@magallon.info    

109 Fire Dept. HQ                Marianne Anderson  703.548.0295         marianneanderson@verizon.net 

                                               Trish Curran              703.549.9064           pdclkg@msn.com 

201    Maury School              Mark Schofield          703.517.7510           marklynnschofield@gmail.com 

202   George Mason School  Pat Butler                  703.549.0177           phbraven@msn.com 

203   Agudas Achim Cong.   Paul Friedman          703.671.3843           paulfriedman@comcast.net 

204   Blessed Sacrament      Barbara Brenman     703.548.9485           bbrenman@verizon.net 

205   MacArthur School         Dick Hobson             703.370.1858           rhobson@mcguirewoods.com 

 

Precinct Operations West:  John Irvine, 703-887-764 3,  john@tugboatpr.com 

206   Chinquapin Rec Cen    Bill Dickinson            703.370.3089           wdickin953@aol.com 

207 Temple Beth El             Paul Vogel                 703-823-6457           pvogel@hotmail.com  

208   NOVA Arts Center        Paul Wilmot               571-220-7754           paulewil@yahoo.com  

209   James K. Polk School  Dorathea Peters        703.399-5654           doratheapeters@aol.com 

210 St. James Church         Vacant                                                                                              

302   St. Martin Rec Cen.      Dr. FJ Pepper           703.751.0770           fjpeppermd@aol.com  

303 Beatley Library             Jacqueline Meeks     703.823.0961           jackiemeeks@comcast.net 

                                               Jamal Awamleh        703-786-4198           jawamleh@msn.com  

304   Tucker School              John Kinney              202-714-2022           jkinney@bakerdonelson.com 

305 John Adams School     David Colton            703-256-2911           coltonva@verizon.net  

                                                                                 

306 Wm.Ramsay RecCen.  Carolyn Herring        703.658.2305           cherringlaw@yahoo.com 

307   South Port Apartments Libby Cooperman     703.370.9064           lcooperm@aacn.nche.edu 

308   Cameron Station          Derek Hyra                703.751.2725           hyra.home1@verizon.net 
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February, 2009 Meeting of the ADC 
Monday, February 2, 8:00 pm 
Minnie Howard School 
3801 W. Braddock Road 


